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UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. S. Department 
of Justice, Washington, D. C. 


Volume 10 January 1940 Number 4 


TEN YEARS OF UNIFORM CRIME REPORTING, 1930-39 


The past 10 years have seen a vast improvement in law enforcement 
in the United States. Factors contributing prominently to this 
advancement have been the application of the principles of business 
efficiency and modern science to law-enforcement administration and 
criminal investigation. Coupled with those factors has been a favor- 
able shift in public opinion, which now positively is demanding con- 
stantly higher standards in law enforcement. 

This issue of the bulletin marks the completion of the tenth year 
of the collection of Nation-wide police statistics concerning crime, and 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been happy to serve as a 
national clearing house for such data. There has been a gratifying 
expansion in the crime-reporting area and in the scope of the informa- 
tion reported by local officials, whose willingness to cooperate in this 
endeavor is a clear indication of a growing professional spirit. 

With the initiation of the uniform crime reporting project in 1930, 
Nation-wide statistics concerning the extent of crime were made 
available for the first time. The compilations presented in the 
bulletin have served as a measuring stick for police executives and 
have stimulated both law-enforcement groups and citizen groups to 
greater efforts in combating’ crime on the local front. The wide 
distribution of information concerning the nature and extent of the 
crime problem in the United States has resulted in much greater 
support of public officials in their efforts to curb crime. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation has prepared a report reviewing 
the problems and accomplishments during the first 10 years of Nation- 
wide police reporting of crimes. The report constitutes a rather 
comprehensive explanation of the manner in which the project has 
been conducted. In view of the fact that the report will undoubtedly 
be of value to persons interested in a thorough study of crime sta- 
tistics for the United States, it has been made available for free 
distribution. Requests should be addressed to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. 
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SUMMARY 
VOLUME X—NUMBER 4 


Estimated Number of Major Crimes, 1938-39. 

During 1939 the estimated number of serious crimes in the United 
States was 1,484,554. The corresponding estimate for 1938 was 
1,433,812. The increase in 1939 amounted to 50,742 (3.5 percent). 

Increases were shown during 1939 as follows: Murder, 1.0 percent; 
rape, 6.4 percent; aggravated assault, 4.4 percent; burglary, 4.7 per- 
cent; larceny, 5.9 percent. On the other hand, the following decreases 
were shown during 1939: Negligent manslaughter, 3.5 percent; robbery, 
6.8 percent; auto theft, 5.4 percent. 


Annual Crime Trends, 1931-39. 

The average number of offenses annually during 1935-39 was in 
most instances substantially lower than the average annual number of 
offenses during 1931-34. Comparison of those two sets of figures shows 
the following decreases: Murder, 15.4 percent; negligent manslaughter, 
15.1 percent; robbery, 29.5 percent; burglary, 11.2 percent; auto theft, 
34.4 percent. On the ollie hand, the following increases were shown: 
Rape, 31.8 percent; aggravated assault, 1.2 percent; larceny, 8.1 
percent. 


Monthly Variations in Crimes. 

During 1939, robberies, burglaries, larcenies, and auto thefts 
showed decided seasonal trends, with the highest points in the first 
and fourth quarters and the lowest points in the second and third 
quarters of the year. . This indicates the need of preventive measures 
by law-enforcement agencies and private citizens during the months 
when the incidence of such crimes is likely to be highest. 

Monthly variations in crimes against persons were more irregular 
than among property crimes, but aggravated assaults were generally 
most frequent during the second and third quarters of the year. 


Distribution of Crimes by Type. 

Most of the crimes reported were for the purpose of obtaining 
property. More than one-half (58.1 percent) were larcenies, 22.6 
percent burglaries, 11.5 percent auto thefts, and 3.6 percent robberies. 
The remaining 4.2 percent were murders, negligent manslaughters, 
rapes, and other felonious assaults. 

More than one-third of the larcenies involved thefts from auto- 
mobiles. The majority (65.6 percent) of the larcenies reported, 
involved property ranging in value from $5 to $50; in 24.2 percent 
the property was valued at less than $5; and in 10. 2 percent of the 
cases the property involved was valued at more than $50. Eighty- 
one percent of all burglaries occurred during the night, but 
the proportion of night-time burglaries was not the same in residence 
and nonresidence structures. Only 69 percent of the residence 
burglaries occurred after nightfall as compared with 92.6 percent in 
nonresidence structures, such as stores, office buildings, and warehouses. 
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More than 56 percent of the robberies reported were committed 
on streets and highways. An additional 36 percent occurred in vari- 
ous types of business and commercial houses, and the remainder were 
residence robberies and others of a miscellaneous nature. 

The average value of property stolen per offense was robbery, 
$102.75; burglary, $57.10; fiver , $27.14; auto theft, $406.31. 
Ninety-five percent of the automobiles stolen and 23 percent of all 
other types of stolen property were recovered. 


Crime Rates. 

Large cities generally have higher crime rates than smaller com- 
munities. With few exceptions, the average city with more than 100,000 
inhabitants has more crime per unit of population than the average 
city with population under 100,000. The bulletin includes crime 
rates for cities divided by location and size so that police executives 
and interested individuals may compare local crime figures with 
national and regional averages. Crime rates for individual States 
and figures for individual cities with over 25,000 inhabitants are also 
included. . 

Crime rates vary in the several sections of the United States, the 
differences being most pronounced in the figures for murder and 
aggravated assault. These variations reflect the fact that the amount 
of crime in a community is influenced by many factors. 


Persons Arrested. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation examined 576,920 fingerprint 
arrest cards during 1939, of which 246,828 (more than 42 percent) 
were arrests for major violations. 

There were more arrests for age 19 than for any other single age 
group. In frequency of arrests, age 19 was followed by ages 18, 22, 
21, and 23, in the order mentioned. This differs from the situation 
in 1938 when arrests for ages 18 and 19 were less frequent than for 
ages 21-23. The percentage of the total persons arrested who were 
less than 21 years old was 17.4 in 1936; 18.0 in 1937; 18.8 in 1938; and 
18.9 in 1939. 

During 1939, 29.1 percent of the robbery arrests, 45.9 percent of the 
burglary arrests, 32.8 percent of the larceny arrests, and 52.6 percent 
of the auto theft arrests involved persons less than 21 years old. 

More women were arrested in 1939 than 1938. In 1939, 7.6 percent 
of the total records represented women, whereas in 1938 the corre- 
sponding figure was 6.8 percent. There are distinct differences in the 
criminal tendencies of males and females. Comparing average groups 
of 1,000 men and 1,000 women arrested discloses 15 women and 11 
men charged with criminal homicide, 65 women and 56 men with 
assault, and 34 women and 6 men with narcotic drug violations. 

The seriousness and extent of the problem of the criminal repeater 
are again revealed by the figures for 1939. There were 269,102 per- 
sons arrested during the year concerning whom there were data on 
file dealing with prior criminal activities and 162,424 had previously 
been convicted of one or more crimes. The total prior convictions 
shown by their records was 422,748. 

During 1939, whites arrested and fingerprinted numbered 427,158 
and Negroes 126,001. The figures for other racial groups were as 
follows: Indian, 3,029; Chinese, 942; Japanese, 330; Mexican, 17,638; 
all other, 1,822. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES 


The term ‘‘offenses known to the police” is designed to include those 
crimes designated as part I classes of the uniform classification occur- 
ring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known to 
the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prosecuting 
or court officials, or otherwise. They are oe to the following 
group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown experience to be 
those most generally and completely reported to =: police: Criminal 
homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, and (6) 
manslaughter by negligence; Tape; robbery; aggravated assault; bur- 
glary—breaking or enterin ; larceny—theft: and auto theft. The 
figures contained herein inc ude also the number of attempted crimes 
of the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are reported 
as aggravated assaults. In other words, an attempted burglary or 
robbery, for example, is reported in the bulletin in the same manner 
as if the crime had been completed. 

“Offenses known to the police’ include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 
Complaints which upon investigation are learned to be groundless 
are not included in the tabulations which follow. 

In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities, 
the F B I does not vouch for their accuracy. They are given out as 
current information which may throw some light on problems of 
crime and criminal-law enforcement. 

In compiling the tables, returns which were apparently incomplete 
or otherwise defective were excluded. 

In the last section of this bulletin may be found brief definitions 
of part I and part IT offense classifications. 


EXTENT OF REPORTING AREA 


In the table which follows there is shown the number of police 
departments from which one or more crime reports were received 
during the calendar year 1939. Information is presented for the 
cities divided according to size. The population figures employed 
are estimates as of July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census for 
cities with population in excess of 10,000. No estimates were avail- 
able, however, for those with a smaller number of inhabitants, and, 
accordingly, for them the figures listed in the 1930 decennial census 
were used. 





Population repre- 


Total | Cities filing returns sented in returns 




















Popalation eroup Geel cerny stern eee 
or towns | Number | Percent | Number | Percent 
I c 5.nsh stantial inte idiieianiipineths 982 923 02s | 04.0 | 60, 265, 5,710 | 00, 59, 176, 206 98. 2 
Cities over 250,000__..............-- 37 37 100.0 | 29, 695, 500 | 29, 695, 500 100. 0 
2 Cities 100,000 to 250,000_.......-.... 57 57 100.0 | 7,850,312| 7, 850, 312 | 100. 0 
3. Cities 50,000 to 100,000_..........--- 104 1 99.0 | 6, 980, 407 6, 889, 307 | 98.7 
4. Cities 25,000 to 50,000_.............. 191 183 95.8 | 6,638,544 | 6, 359, 744 | 95.8 
5. Cities 10,000 to 25,000. .........--.- 593 543 91.6) 9, 100, 956 | 8, 381, 343 92.1 
i 

Nore.—The above table does not include 1,775 cities and rural townships ating a total population 


of 8,788,282. The cities included in this figure are those of less than 10,000 population filing returns, whereas 
the rural townships are of varying population groups. 
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The growth in the crime-reporting area is evidenced by the following 
figures for 1930-39: 


Population 


45, 929, 965 
51, 145, 734 
53, 212, 230 
62, 357, 262 
62, 757, 643 





The foregoing comparison shows that during 1939 there was an 
increase of 36 cities as compared with 1938, the population repre- 
sented by those cities being 408,516. 

In addition to the 2,698 city and village police departments which 
submitted crime reports during 1939, one or more reports were re- 
ceived during that year from 1,658 sheriffs and State police organiza- 
tions and from 11 agencies in Territories and possessions of the United 
States. This makes a grand total of 4,367 agencies contributing 
crime reports during 1939. 
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Status of reporting area, Uniform Crime Reports, 1939, by States 






































Urban police departments ! County sheriffs 
| 
State Number | 
Number Percent | Percent 
Number Number counties | 
i cities con- | contribut- : | contribut- 
of cities tributing ing of counties = ing 
| 
iia dacitinnncicipanice 53 28 52.8 67 22 32.8 
Arizona__. 4 14 13 92.9 14 ll 78. 6 
| Arkansas __ 49 30 61.2 75 25 33.3 
\ California 154 140 90.9 58 45 77.6 
Colorado. ............-. 27 25 92.6 63 51 81.0 
Connecticut ?_________ wet 33 2 87.9 s 1 12.5 
CONN aga, f5d55.-ibcx 5 5 100.0 3 3 100.0 
District of Columbia__.__. 1 1 NO Te oon cen atint’ Dic aanesd tiie tants 
j SE Eee 58 44 75.9 67 33 49.3 
| Georgia... _. 64 33 51.6 161 51 31.7 
Idaho ___- 21 19 90.5 44 43 97.7 
Illinois____ 192 171 89. 1 102 72 70.6 
Indiana___ 95 M4 88.4 92 53 57.6 
we. ...ccks 81 70 86.4 99 81 81.8 
Kansas____.-- 62 56 90.3 105 85 81.0 
i Kentucky__._. 53 33 62.3 120 33 27.5 
Louisiana____- 48 | 31 64.6 64 43 67.2 
| AD Spe 26 | 23 88.5 16 ll 68. 8 
Maryland______._. 21 | 4 66.7 23 4 39.1 
Massachusetts #_......_.._____ 122 | 109 89.3 14 14 100. 0 
Michigan ?___.___- 114 109 95. 6 83 73 88.0 
Minnesota___-__- 73 73 100.0 87 5 97.7 
ae Si nemagtvainindGiuas 39 22 56.4 82 20 24.4 
72 45 62.5 114 42 36.8 
tine icicheactiiasietietiel 18 16 88.9 56 45 80.4 
Nebraska 34 31 91.2 93 73 78.5 
eT eae 6 | 5 83.3 17 14 82.4 
New Hampshire. ________ 18 | 15 83.3 10 2 20.0 
~ can ccicncimece 169 | 138 81.7 21 4 19.0 
of New Mexico______. 16 | 12 75.0 31 16 51.6 
New York ?______ 196 | 189 96.4 62 55 88.7 
2 North Carolina._..........._. 68 45 66.2 100 32 32.0 
b North Dakota --- 12 ll 91.7 53 43 81.1 
o MR ierickieessdelikaccsicbe 174 159 91.4 ~ 65 73.9 
f= cnc chen anmenmeed 68 53 77.9 7 48 62.3 
| WES cipiddessxdvecouse< : 28 | 24 85.7 36 24 66.7 
ae 353 24 83.3 67 67 100.0 
Rhode Island #___..._......__- 19 | 19 100. 0 5 5 100.0 
South Carolina. -.............. 40 21 52.5 46 10 21.7 
South Dakota................ 16 14 87.5 69 46 66.7 
I edhines Gea tovknnnss 48 | 25 52.1 95 30 31.6 
Sak ch ee acest cine 159 77 48.4 254 89 35.0 
atk ceinectdtetusacsacwce 21 18 85.7 29 25 86. 2 
Vermont nathadeiineenone 14 14 100. 0 14 | 7 50.0 
WH as cae accicesnc 43 38 88.4 100 | 35 35.0 
wee Veen SS 38 36 94.7 39 31 79.5 
WI WIEN gs accccscxe 39 31 79.5 55 | 55 100. 0 
WI een cueddscaccés 83 72 86.7 71 41 57.7 
We OS Sn inne tncccetced s 8 | 100.0 | 23 | 21 91.3 
PE cnspiintaianinich ia tinndihetiaind 3, 165 | * 2, 572 81.3 3, 072 51, 789 58.2 


! The Census Bureau's classification of communities as urban and rural has been followed. Generally, 
incorporated places with populations of 2,500 or more are classified as urban. 
? State police also contribute. 


+ All counties were counted as contributors because the State police contribute complete data for rural 


laces. 

4 Does not include 126 rural village police departments. 

5 Includes 140 counties for which State police submit crime reports. Sheriffs of those counties do not 
contribute reports. Does not include 9 State police organizations contributing reports. 


209621°—40-——2 








MONTHLY REPORTS 


Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Population. 


Large cities generally have higher crime rates than smaller com- 
munities. This is indicated by the figures in table 82, which show that 
with few exceptions the average city with more than 100,000 inhab- 
itants has more crime per unit of population than the average city 
with less than 100,000 inhabitants. 

Group I cities (over 250,000 in population) experienced the highest 
rates for negligent manslaughter, rape, and robbery, while group II 
cities (100,000 to 250,000 inhabitants) reported slightly higher rates 
than group I for murder and auto theft, and substantially higher 
burglary and larceny rates. Group III cities (50,000 to 100,000 inhab- 
itants) experienced the largest number of aggravated assault cases per 
unit of population, followed by group II and group I, respectively. 

The figures in table 82 have been presented for six groups of cities, 
divided by size, so that police administrators and other interested 
individuals may compare local crime rates with national averages for 
cities of the same size. Similar figures divided further on a regional 
basis may be found in table 88. 

Crimes against property (larceny, burglary, auto theft, and 
robbery) constituted 95.8 percent of the total crimes listed in table 82, 
and the remaining 4.2 percent consisted of murders, manslaughters, 
rapes, and other felonious assaults. For convenience, a percentage 
distribution of the crimes is presented. 





\| | 


Offense et oy Percent \ Offense i Percent 

Total... ; ital 1, 547.0 100.0 CR a cncinbigadnaisondgee 55.2 | 3.6 

—~ ene Aggravated assault________- 46.5 | 3.0 

Larceny - casi 899. 1 te OSS ee 8.8 .6 

Burglary - ‘ coon 349. 6 Tih eee 5.4 3 

err — 11.5 || Manslaughter. _..........-- 4.4 | a8 
| 


i 


Although the percentage of offenses against the person is low, it will 
be noted that the cities represented in table 82 reported 3,467 murders, 
2,725 negligent manslaughters, 5,640 rapes, and 29,683 aggravated 
assaults. In addition, there were 35,276 robberies (thefts ois the 
person accompanied by the element of threat or force). The estimated 
total of such crimes in the entire United States is presented in table 95. 
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TABLE 82.—Offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 19389; 
number and rate per 100,000 inhabitants, by population groups 


[Population as estimated dened 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Gutene: 





Criminal homi- 
cide B 
ur- 

Murde: | pob- | *ékea | Gres | Le | auto 

urder, va r — 
Population group nonnes- a Rape | bery | as- ing or “ther theft 

ligent ter by sault | enter- 

man- negli- ing 

slaugh- 


ter gence 





eng | tee | ns eee feng fees] 


GROUP I 


36 cities over 250,000; total popula- 
tion, 29,375,600 
Number of offenses known ____- 1,850 | ' 1,696 | 3,192 [22,784 | 14,011 |? 
Rate per 100,000... _...__..._.. 6.3 | 6.1 | 10.9| 77.6 47.7 


2 
as 
F 
5 
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GROUP II 


57 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total 
— 7, 850,312: | | 

umber of offenses known 505 | 1367 567 | 4,173 | 4,556 

Rate per 100,000__ re 6.4 | 4.7 7.2) 53.2) 6580 


8 
Be 
es 
= 
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GROUP Itt 


100 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total 
population, 6,706,274: 
Number of offenses known _ - | 
Rate per 100,000____ i 5.2 | 3.0 6.3) 42.1 61.5 


GROUP IV 








170 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total pop- | 
ulation, 5,894,068: | | 


Number of offenses known _- 57, 501 9, 813 





| 
Rate per 100,000__ | 975.6 166. 5 
GROUP V 
ulation, 7,578,413: | 
Number of offenses known 272 181 477 | 2,081 | 2,535 19,632) 56,502 8, 798 
Rate per 100,000. - 3.6 2.4 6.3 26.8 | 33.5 1 745.6 116. 1 


GROUP VI 


1,253 cities under 10,000; total pop- 
ulation, 6,453,029: 

Number of offenses known 

Rate per 100,000 F 


| 
489 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; total pop- | 
| 
| 
| 


224 154, 556 1,400 1,800 14,955 | 33,379 5, 641 
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TOTAL, GROUP: I-VI 


2,105 cities; total population, 
63,857,696: 

Number of offenses known. . 

Rate per 100,000 








..| 8,467 |! 2,725 | 5,640 |35,276 | 29,683 |2191, 316 | 492,073 |* 100,930 
at | 85.2) 46! 6} 80.1) 178.0 








1 The number of offenses and rate for cuntenieie by sities are based on reports as follows: Grow i 
% cities, total population, 27,647,400; group II, 56 cities, total population, 7,742,112; groups I-VI, 2,102 cit 
total population, 62,021 ,206. 

? The number of offenses and rate for burglary and larceny—theft are based on reports as follows: Group 1, 
34 cities, total population, 20,248,600; groups I-VI, 2,103 cities, total population, 54,730,696. 

* The number of offenses and rate for auto theft are based on reports as follows: Group I, 35 cities, total 
population, 22,221,300; groups I-VI, 2,104 cities, total population, 56,703,396. 





Monthly Trends, Offenses Known to the Police (Daily Average), 1939. 


During 1939, there were definite monthly variations in the number 
of offenses against property. Robberies, burglaries, larcenies, and 


auto thefts all showed decided seasonal trends, with the highest 


points in the first and fourth quarters and the low points in the 
second and third quarters of the year. 


Monthly variations in the number of offenses against the person 
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were more irregular than the variations among property crimes, 
although aggravated assaults displayed a.rather definite upward 
trend during the second and third quarters of the year. In most 
preceding years the figures for wilful homicides (murder and non- 
negligent manslaughter) have shown a trend very similar to that of 
the aggravated assault figures. However, during 1939, wilful homi- 
cide figures failed to show any clear-cut monthly trend. 

The figures for negligent manslaughters were definitely higher during 
the first and fourth quarters of 1939 than during the second and third 
quarters of the year. Inasmuch as violations of this type consist 
mainly of automobile fatalities resulting from the gross negligence of 
the operator of the vehicle, it is probable that the higher figures 
during the first and fourth quarters of the year are at least partially 
the result of fewer hours of daylight and comparatively poor driving 
conditions in many sections of the United States during winter 
months. 

The figures in table 83 show substantial monthly differences in the 
figures for robbery, burglary, larceny, and auto theft. This is signifi- 
cant in that it points out the need for increased preventive activities 
on the part of law-enforcement officers and private citizens during 
the months when the incidence of property crimes is likely to be 
highest. 

Private citizens can participate in preventive measures by making 
certain that doors and windows are adequately locked, and generally 
by eliminating all carelessness which may make the successful 
operations of thieves more easy. Law-enforcement administrators 
naturally will desire to have maximum police patrol strength during 
the periods when and in the sections of the community where prior 
records show the incidence of crime to be highest. 


TaBLE 83.— Monthly trends, offenses known to the police (daily average), 1939, 
93 cities over 100,000 in population, January to December, inclusive, 1939 


[Total population, 37,225,912, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 















































| | 
| Criminal homicide | | 
|- aera A Burglary, 
| | Rob- | 488T8-|" break: '| Larceny,| Auto 
Month | Murder, Man- | Rape | vated ' "1 
| nonnegli- | slaughter | bery | assault catian | theft? | theft» 
gent man-| by negli- & 
slaughter| gence ! 
—EEE aaEREED  empenenes ee | ED | 
January “ 6.7 5.9 10. 5 86.8 43.8 327.1 752. 2 188. 6 
February | 6.2 5.6 9.1) 84.2 46.3 313.5 723. 5 186. 2 
March. hea | 5.8 5.0 12.4 78.4 44.2 326. 1 759. 6 192. 6 
i ictincsinth tame etiindliniien 6.8 5.1 9.5 73.3 51.8 325. 8 759. 8 177.4 
lncnabee chi Seboeseuamonsiite 6.3 5.0 10. 4 64.4 52.3 272. 6 737.3 161.9 
June... < 6.3 3.9 11.1 59. 6 49.1 230.8 737. 5 159.3 
ce aia 6.2 4.6 10.1 65.9 57.1 285. 8 716. 6 155. 3 
a EIA Seis 6.7 4.3 12.3 67.2 56. 6 293. 4 767.9 160.5 
INN. 0:25, «5 anenemabnceseies 6.8 6.2 8.9 69. 4 61.6 295. 2 762.3 181.8 
Ie aii css codeot 6.9 6.9 9.1 69. 1 52.0 300.9 835. 3 195. 2 
November. __--.-- 6.5 7.9 11.2 79.7 46.2 323. 4 866. 9 200. 8 
SE na thbndcadamenddone 6.3 7.5 9.0; 888) 49.2 341. 1 864.0 | 198.5 
| | | | TS 
January to March | 6.2 5.5| 10.7| 83.1) 44.7] 322.6 745.8 189. 3 
April to June_______- 6.5 4.7} 103) 65.7) 651.1 292.9 744.8 | 166.1 
July to September - 6.6 5.0 10.4 67.5 58. 4 |- 291.4 748.8 165.7 
October to December 6.6 | 7.4 9.8| 79.2) 49.2 321.8 855. 3 198. 1 
January to December......-- 6.5 | 5.7 10.3 | 73.9 | 50.9 307.1 773.9 179.8 
' 1 








: Daily averages for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 90 cities with a total population 
of 35,389,512. 


2 Daily averages for burglary and larceny are based on reports of 91 cities with @ total population of 
28,098,912. 


3 Daily averages for auto theft are based on reports of 92 cities with a total population of 30,071,612. 
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Annual Crime Trends, Offenses Known to the Police, 1931-39. 


During 1931-39 decreases were reflected in most of the classifications 
on which monthly reports are made by police departments throughout 
the United States. Murder, negligent manslaughter, robbery, 
burglary, and auto theft showed substantial decreases, whereas sig- 
nificant increases were reflected in rapes and larcenies. The aggra- 
vated assault classification has failed to show a distinct trend upwards 
or downwards, but the 1939 figure for this type of crime was lower 
than for any other year represented except 1932. 

The compilation presented in table 85 is based on monthly reports 
received from the police departments of 223 cities having more than 
25,000 inhabitants. The same cities are of course represented for all 
9 years. 

The largest reductions occurred in robberies and auto thefts. 
Robbery decreased from 26,984 in 1931 to 15,961 in 1939, a decrease 
of 40.9 percent. Similarly auto theft decreased from 119, 400 in 1931 
to 56,274 in 1939, a reduction of 52.9 percent. The rape figures reveal 
a marked increase of 50.1 percent, from 1,657 in 1931 to 2,487 in 1939. 
This is in contrast to the data for other ‘types of offenses against the 
person, which generally reflect decreases. 

Among the crimes against property, larceny is the only classifica- 
tion to show increases during 1931-39, and here the upward swing is 
quite marked, from 217,954 in 1931 to 274,786 in 1939, an increase 
amounting to 26.1 percent. 

In order to summarize the trends reflected by the yearly figures for 
1931-39, they are presented below in the form of two sets of averages. 
The first column represents the average of the four yearly figures for 
1931-34, and the second column represents the average of the five 
yearly figures for 1935-39. 


Average yeasty number 
of offenses Change 


Offense 








1931-34 1935-39 Number | Percent 











Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter 2, 002 | 1, 693 

Manslaughter by negligence. __.-_...........- 1, 416 1, 202 —214 —15.1 

pe om dnkdeceivddntanahussndminnbimkod 1, 690 2, 227 +537 +31.8 

ROBOTS. diese ceditadenne ns lackcan 24, 193 17, 068 —7, 125 —20.5 

Aggravated assault 13, 651 13, 810 +159 +1.2 
COTY. cdacdnbindtnsdbhonds swemininttinasesetbedebiguon 07, 392 95, 390 —12, 002 —11.2 

LeNOty leiden stand kcnccnccateekssbesedcdantcensund 232, 261 250, 975 +18, 714 +8. 1 


AVED GntlG i oo nk secdnnecenncésnantew senesced peiensesy 100, 051 65, 677 —34, 374 —H.4 





The preceding tabulation confirms the statements concerning 
trends during 1931-39 which have already been mentioned. 

As indicated in table 84 the population of the 223 cities represented 
is 27,907,962, based on estimates for individual cities prepared by the 
Bureau of the Census as of July 1, 1933. Undoubtedly there ‘have 
been changes in the population of the individual cities represented. 
However, no attempt has been made to allow for population changes 
in presenting annual crime trends for 1931-39, due to the unavaila- 
bility at this time of more recent census figures. 

Although monthly crime reports were first collected from police 
departments in 1930, that year is not included in table 84, because 
many of the 223 cities represented did not submit a complete set of 
monthly reports during 1930. This is attributable largely to the 








mms 
out 


wer 


rts 


an 
all 


fts. 
ase 
931 
real 
139. 
the 


ica- 
g is 
ase 


for 
yes. 
for 
five 


9 
ee 





171 


fact that 1930 was the initial year of the collection of Nation-wide 
police crime statistics. 

Table 84 includes data for the cities divided into 4 groups according 
to size, and table 85 is composed of compilations for the 223 cities 
divided into 9 groups according to location. These compilations 
have been prepared to enable interested individuals to study crime 
trends for each of the various groups. 


TABLE 84.—Annual trends, offenses known to the police, cities over 25,000 in 
population, January to December, inclusive, 1931-39, by population groups 
































| Criminal homicide 
Agera- | 
| Murder,| Man- glary— | | 
Population group and year | non- slaugh- | Rape Rob- | vated breaking |!4rceny—| Auto 
bery as- | theft theft 
negligent | ter b sault os} 
man- negli- entering | | 
| Slaughter |_gence 
GROUP I 
25 cities over 250,000; total | 
population, 14,193,400: 
Rost Sega } 1,132 1, 107 926 | 16,173 | 7,237 | 51,526 | 107,139 | 64,479 
1932... .. 1, 115 922 986 | 15,526 | 6,604 54, 170 113, 186 54, 780 
SE dittn diins. scbitncihe 1, 205 942 942 | 14, 229 6, 945 53, 692 121, 191 50, 398 
Bb isn cqessaatiinkbaos 1,077 671 997 | 12,173 6, 945 53, 687 122, 207 48, 576 
a itl dnthtnal Resta 962 709 1, 143 10, 076 6, 687 46, 725 118, 321 41, 667 
titty thiacantbebbcan 986 672 1, 256 9,612 | 6,812} 40,409 109,712 | 36, 266 
I NE 1,019 771 1,429 | 11, 507 6, 698 44, 474 125, 211 37, 504 
ae 831 524 1, 468 | 10, 804 7, 142 43, 496 126, 562 | 31,944 
UU Sten bas ccctiheutessa 950 556 1,548 | 9,841 6, 653 45, 041 132, 926 30, 265 
GROUP II 
48 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; | 
total population, 6,719,312: 
1931 aie 4 ted 483, 369 376 5, 719 3, 652 28, 660 57,619 | 31,649 
501 236 | 330 5,339 | 3,237 30,560 56, 397 26, 885 
467 259 378 4, 644 4, 491 29, 609 59, 079 24, 520 
497 271 443 4.844 4, 257 29, 056 60, 055 23, 617 
454 328 461 | 4,091 | 4,076 28, 729 61,228 | 20, 404 
430 316 432 | 3,581 | 4,775 26, 531 60,034 | 17,298 
436 422 464 3, 785 4, 353 27, 517 64, 686 17, 290 
459 312 411 3, 622 3, 908 27, 152 67, 447 | 14,829 
400 312 482 3, 507 3, 833 28, 284 71,015 | 14,718 
GROUP III 
| 
54 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; 
total population, 3,673,590: | 
PE <a.ccnevadensaniewsuen 233 | 137 196 3, 121 1, 543 13, 692 29, 290 12, 681 
aE ieceteemenconi encarta 217 114 199 | 2,807 1,315 14, 665 31, 799 10, 987 
DE tie tawnndnbdinniicodes 196 102 171 2, 789 1, 413 13, 822 34, 235 9, 217 
DE ttt tanodadithutiaine 222 107 182 2, 344 1, 584 13, 225 34, 773 9, 473 
PA de dn ondodbiehiows 197 123 172 | 2,039} 1,480 13, 061 32, 520 8, 242 
ED iba bitenstatibhanacss 192 153 189 1, 871 1, 634 11, 902 30, 981 7, 01 
DE dBtn kon sndibecdcon 190 131 255 1, 805 1, 612 12, 909 33, 237 8, 154 
ee 187 87 238 1, 873 1, 630 13, 065 37, 083 6, 559 
1939. _ Asésaone 164 82 223 1, 561 1, 813 13, 139 36, 885 6, 110 
GROUP IV 
96 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; 
total population, 3,321,660: 
Bi dims dechsiikchaneiensnccbeotiantlie 197 101 159 1, 971 1, 469 10, 040 23, 906 10, 591 
SY as dmacdcitiakoiels 138 80 156 1,917 1, 190 11, 202 24, 768 8, 357 
BEE. iat dda cocubiinatbamel 169 107 148 1, 697 1, 204 11, 027 26, 312 6, 967 
BES didinddrconsobiacehcea 158 137 170 | 1,478 | 1,429 10, 934 27, 089 7, 026 
DD abies entrnndethebbond 139 113 163 1, 361 1,348 10, 507 26, 628 6, 280 
DL. diate tte nsdchhbaebowos 123 110 194 1, 092 1, 391 10,220 | 26, 225 6, 144 
Seer seraee 125 112 195 1, 108 1, 238 11,170 | 29,013 6, 561 
Dh ditenegince4etiesbboce 96 104 180 1, 062 979 11, 256 31, 192 5, 467 
PED £6 OGn oo sathbebboce 124 71 234 1, 052 YS9 11, 361 33, 960 | 5, 181 
TOTAL, GROUPS I-IV e 
223 cities; total population, 
907,962: 
Mu a Savecssapekibuensan 2, 045 1,714 | 1,657 | 26,984 | 13,901 | 103,918 | 217,954 | 119, 400 
Sinenkismiaaliam cadets 1,971 1, 352 1, 671 | 25, 589 346 110, 597 | 226,150 | 101,009 
SET OES 2, 037 1,410 | 1,639 | 23,350 | 14,143 | 108,150 | 240,817 91,102 
Eo: livia aneegitcnaatininrtsceoei 1, 954 1,186 | 1,792 | 20,839 | 14,215 | 106,902 | 244,124) 88,692 
I i:sslo tonsa naeineaicomenea 1, 752 1,273 | 1,939 | 17,567 | 13, 591 99,022 | 238,706 | 76,503 
rik Gicinenins aiken 1, 731 | 1, 251 2,071 | 16, 156 14, 612 89,062 | 226,952 | 67,209 
cd eia ha nchaaukaeeee 1,770 1,436 | 2,343 | 18,296 | 13,901 | 96,070 | 252,147 | 69, 509 
SE ED 1, 573 1,027 | 2,297 | 17,361 | 13,650 | 94,969 | 262,284 | 58, 799 
i ansatudiasndwansbinae 1, 638 1,021 2, 487 | 15,961 | 13, 288 97, 825 274, 786 56, 274 
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TABLE 85.— Annual trends, offenses known to the police, cities over 25,000 in popu- 
lation, January to December, inclusive, 1931-39, by geographic divisions 


Bur- 
glary— 


| vated | breaking 


or enter- 
ing 






Auto 
theft 





; slaughter 
— by negli- 
gence 
slaughter 

55 185 
39 151 
67 104 
40 | 77 
43 | 101 | 
34 | 90 
37 | 127 
50 7 
33 86 
279 639 
262 572 
248 626 | 
197 287 
239 302 
206 278 
195 323 
178 195 | 
196 | 183 
404 331 
466 14a 
47 216 
467 271 
422 304 
404 273 
395 336 
324 216 
340 | 234 
186 60 
186 30 
202 33 
194 51 
145 81 
117 91 
115 75 
101 58 
134 56 
366 166 
391 123 
377 140 
386 140 
323 113 
358 100 
395 114 
370 94 
407 121 
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12, 915 
12, 050 
11, 406 
11, 033 
9, 317 
7, 704 
8, 100 


> o- 


4, ade 


7, 445 


13, 297 
11, 501 
10, 138 
11, 073 
9, 762 


8, 

9, 722 
8, ! 

8, 162 


31, 291 
24, 319 


21, 293 
18, 691 
17, 239 
18, 422 
14, 452 
13, 938 


13, 743 
12, 450 
12, 146 
10, 090 
8, 557 
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ru TABLE 85.— Annual trends, offenses known to the police, cities over 25,000 in ula- 
tion, January to December, inclusive, 1931-39, by geographic divisions—Cont. 
























Criminal homicide 
A der. Lar 
: gera- — - 
to To mu and oo vated | breaking | ceny— Ase 
aft assault | or enter-| theft 
ing 
EAST SOUTH CENTRAL 
915 873 | 1,507 5, 117 6,147 | 4,750 
, 050 | 1,155 | 1,524 5, 771 6,550 | 3,895 
” 406 | 1,059 | 1,970 5,473 7,257 | 3,316 
033 1,185 | 1,565 6, 207 8,624 | 3,398 
317 969 | 1,489 5, 589 8,164 | 2,998 
” O04 890 | 1,415 5, 231 9,844 | 2,598 
100 920 | 1,396 5, 237 9,658 | 2,949 
Pa 928 | 1,303 5, 004 8,128 2,316 
7, 445 870 | 1,249 5, 497 9, 320 1,943 
| 
3. 207 PiGctnhecaston peacndth 309 108 | 136 | 2,106| 1,127 8,938 | 17,508 | 10,537 
tom 060k i(“‘( CI an Emr cm 297 52; 115| 2,183 | 1,025 9,443 | 18,106 | 8,923 
eee ll) NE i dinideree manatee 309 86} 109| 1,845!| 1,047 9,977 | 19,484 8,677 
cos 0Cl§té« eae 230 145) 101] 1,725) 1,221 9,350 | 20,444| 8,061 
oe 0s erties 253 93| 76| 1,443 | 1,443 8,492 | 19,582 | 5,862 
8 788 i 300 107 114 | 1,280 | 1,676 7,914 | 19,860 | 4,464 
-o0liGti‘“(it‘«‘C cic 271 96 127 | 1,183 | 1,488 7,745 | 20,939) 3,721 
a> Lf i € BiiReeherteteesseigestes 254 107 141 | 1,170 | 1,587 7,193 | 21,612| 3,449 
8 162 Dteccawciteneutsguatts 244 4| 141] 1,168) 1,800 7,774 | 25,676 | 3,477 
31, 291 40 ul 11 | 1,193 100 4, 412 5,843 | 4,363 
4 319 39 6 27 991 139 4, 448 6,283 | 2,717 
1 273 32 ll 26 851 108 4, 780 7,074 | 2,866 
> 203 32 17 34 928 151 4, 845 8,438 | 3, 082 
8 601 40 13; 45 723 150 3, 994 7,352 | 2,007 
17, 239 50 13 | 50 389 158 2, 795 6,063 | 1,936 
18 422 31  — 422 137 3, 285 6,641 | 2,001 
14. 452 25 21 | 27 439 129 2,812 7,703 | 1,815 
13° 938 a 9 45 326 97 2, 661 9,048 | 1,601 
| | 
13, 743 DR aa Ssurtcrecsasescoee 101 118 | 138} 3,380 625 | 14,633 | 27,780 | 15, 505 
12 450 pe 92 134 140 | 3,058 550 | 15,307 | 31,502 | 12,955 
12 146 96 126 104 | 2,802 652 | 13,902 | 33,013 | 11,354 
10. 090 99 147 129 | 2,055 810 | 14,033 | 33,049 | 10,921 
® 557 68 150 | 158 | 1,568 827 | 12,029 | 31,869 10,452 
6 283 68 164 | 140| 1,676 834 | 10,989 | 29,823) 9,811 
5 746 : oe) 221 158 | 1,907 785 | 12,880 | 34,571 | 10,463 
aoe0Clttiti«é«C ec 69 195 198 | 2,221 834 | 13,225 | 36,941 149 
£40 | Bo wn nnnn nnn -nenosonsse 75 154 226 | 2,052 843 | 13,505 | 38,850| 7,516 
P i 
12, 990 
12, 199 
9, 926 
9, 741 
8, 947 
8, 386 
8, 305 
7, 536 
7, 746 


209621°—40——3 
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Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Location. 


The nature and amount of crime vary among cities, States, and 
regional subdivisions of the United States. This has been apparent 
daee the 10 years that Nation-wide police statistics have been com- 

ilec 
, The irregular distribution of crime among the various portions of the 
United States is not surprising in view of the fact that such common 
occurrences as births, deaths, automobile accidents, marriages, 
divorces, and similar matters per unit of population vary throughout 
the United States. In other words, diffe rences in crime rates for 
cities, States, and regional sabato are to be expected. 

In order that local officials and other interested individuals ma 
compare local crime data with State and regional averages, suc 
figures are presented in tables 87 and 88. 

Table 87 reveals substantial differences in the crime rates for the 
nine geographic divisions, the largest amount of variation being shown 
in the figures for murder and aggravated assault. 

Table 88 presents crime rates for cities divided into six groups, by 
size within each geographic division. This makes it possible for local 
officials to compare their crime rates with the average figures for 
cities of the same size located in the same section of the United States. 

The States represented in each geographic division in table 88 are 
of course the same as indicated in table 87. The population groups 
shown in table 88 are the same as those shown in table 82, and are 
set out here again for convenience: 


Grovp I. Over 250,000 inbabitants. 
Grovp IT. 100,000 to 250,000 inhabitants. 
Group III. 50,000 to 100,000 inhabitants. 
Grovp IV. 25,000 to 50,000 inhabitants. 
Group V. 10,000 to 25,000 inhabitants. 
Group VI. Under 10,000 inhabitants. 


In table 86 is shown the number of cities whose reports were used 
in preparing crime rates shown in tables 87 and 88. 
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Tasue 86.—Number of cities in each State included in the tabulation of uniform 
crime reports, January to December, inclusive, 1939 






























































1 
Population 
| 
ee se ee eee Se OP eee ee ee 
Division and State Over | 100,000 | 50,000 | 25,000 | 10,000 | Less | Tote! 
to to | to to than 
250,000 | 
, | 250,000 | 100,000 | 50,000 | 25,000 | 10,000 
' 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION i 
New England: 179 cities; total population, | | | | 
A a a kN ee ek clad | 2 | 12 12 25 61 67 179 
Middle Atlantic: 526 cities; total population, | | | 
18,987,649 | 6 | ul 23 2 | 136) 321 526 
East North Central: 525 cities; total popula- | | 
tion, 16,597,211 | 9 10 26 | 52 106 | 322 | 525 
West North Central: 252 cities; total ‘popula- | 
tion, 5,188,696 4 5 7 ll 55 | 170 252 
South Atlantic: ! 168 cities; total population, 
4,847,721 ; 3 6 13 17 34 95 | 168 
East South Central: 75 cities; total popula- | | 
tion, 2,221,405_ sey iad | 3 | 3 4 6 21 | 38 75 
West South Central: 118 cities; total popula- | 
tion, 3,511,347 5. 3 5 7 ll 26 66 | 118 
Mountain: 86 cities; total population, 

1,281,852_-...... 1 1 | 2 6 16| 60 | 86 
Pacific: 76 cities; total population, 5,500,943 5 4) 6 | 13 | 34 | 114 | 176 
New England: i, . =i a :: € 

a oD ne cnleden ate 1 1 | 6 | 10 18 

DUOW, REMI. 6 5 noni s cc ecn- 2 =| seennssfesccnee 1 2} 3 6 12 

Vermont_--.___- De oD sch iiniineeemiaaieel 1 1 8 10 

I, oo eta ole. cucdun 1 & 7 10 38 33 97 

EEE LE ETL, b knwwsts 2 a 6 4 17 

Connecticut. Sere ok icles nitandn 4 1 7 7 6 | 25 
Middle Atlantic: | 

a ke ee 3 4 ll 45 113 182 

New Jersey - -- ceicabdbeineswied bat eect 1 4 9 32 68 121 

eed ; 2 3 9 59 140 223 
East North Central: 

a 5 3 15 30 86 143 

Ce 1 4 9 14 41 72 

Illinois. _._- 1 1 13 30 92 145 

Michigan 1 2 7 19 59 96 

Wisconsin S Lissswntse 8 13 44 69 
West North Central: 

Minnesota 1 iz 10 51 64 

eo 1 6 9 37 56 

Missouri. __--- 2 y 20 35 

North Dakota. - 1 3 6 10 

South Dakota 1 5 6 12 

EN Soi 5 canends - 5 2u 27 

a a aE 2 1 14 30 4s 
South Atlantic: 

I oe cocina anes tan 5 as 4 5 

5. ixieonnn 2 3 5 ll 
5 6 17 31 

ME WIND... gn nnn nce nccccnccsccc cca senceeecnfeceeses 1 3 18 25 

North Carolina = 3 9 18 35 

South Carolina 1 4 7 13 

rae 1 1 4 8 17 

ae as a 4 5 18 30 
East South Central: 

I ee bencand hdc 4 5 12 23 

i a ae . 1 D Bigeedenetienins 3 14 21 

Alabama... Resait deaitden dite com 1 3 ll 18 

en enneniontn olebace= 1 10 1 13 
West South Central: 

Ee onus ecaieonian 1 4 12 18 

i ee ce 1 2 4 8 16 

I eta ne a ee a SS ete 2 7 23 34 

| El a ea ea 2 6 ll 23 50 
Mountain: 

Montama........... 2 3 5 10 

Re ae 8 2 12 14 

Wyoming_____- Sa ee eee See ee ee 2 4 6 

Colorado......... ee 1 1 5 10 18 

IIR ee a — 1 2 6 9 

I D Lnikiendes 8 10 

ih jaioowes | 1} 1 ll 14 

Nevada.........- SPE  S , ; adrnnabacatdceceahonekal 4 5 
Pacific: | | 

Washington... _. sees iiebesel 1 D Ragnteatinn 2) 8 | 20 33 

alain inane 1 nixetasteceethionaie 1 4) 15 | 21 

California. ase 3 2 6 10 22 79 | 122 








1 Includes District of Columbia. 
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TaBLE 87.—Number of offenses known to the police per 100,000 inhabitants, 
January to December, inclusive, 1939, by States 






















































ene | 
nonnegli- Larceny—| Auto 
Division and State gent man- | Robbery theft theft 
| slaughter i 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 
DO Nad hitinndeamecsiis | 0.9 18.5 10.8 263.9 551.1 164. 9 
Dibaiie Atsuett. ...... ..2.-.-..--5-<- | 3.3 24.2 32.8 1221.8 | 1435.0 2131.4 
East North Central_.................- 4.2 85.7 31.2 316.9 830. 5 136. 0 
West North Central. _...............- 3.9 49.4 15.0 295.0 | 937.2 160. 8 
South Atlantic #___...- edicdacnmtaakte | 15.9 73.2 166. 3 465.1 | 1,200.2 244.2 
East South Central__........-.- — 20.3 82.4 160. 2 524.8 | 952. 8 173.0 
West South Central. . bnietion duel 12.2 59.8 92.1 452.0 1,432.2 172.8 
DENG 2.555.ccousedbliseccecdote : 3.7 50.3 20.0 403. 8 | 1, 458. 9 240.9 
Ps detbbcdccsccdiliiennccinieth i 3.6 | 85.5 32.2 567.4 1, 506.4 368.9 
New England: | 
lls cnet abuhiinnnsonap ted | 8 12.9 3.2 | 296. 2 | 606. 0 123. 5 
New Hampshire... .............- -| 1.0} 4.4 4.9 187.0 | 405. 7 7.6 
a a I anil inna } 17.0 2.1 182. 4 | 633. 0 70.0 
Massachusetts -- 8 | 22.3 9.5 253.5; 518.4 180. 3 
Rhode Island _-- 6 4.3 10.0 194. 9 487.4 74.8 
Connecticut. ............ a 1.6 18.8 19.6 355.8 709.0 207.5 
Middle Atlantic: 
New York 3.1 16.8 32.7 4180.1 | 4 483.1 # 104.7 
New Jersey 2.1 28.2 49.1 296. 2 | 544.7 141.7 
Pennsylvania 4.0 36.6 25.7 $211.0 | 5312.5 141.9 
East North Central: } } 
| Se | 5.0 | 69.4 29.1 358. 5 | 967.5 | 131.4 
Indiana_. 4.7 64.1 44.2 398. 7 1,071.4 | 243.8 
Illinois 5.1 142. 6 35.5 310.5} 502.7] 96. 8 
Michigan 2.8 56.9 30. 6 302. 4 1, 123.8 | 171.6 
Wisconsin 1.1 12.8 8.2 157.9 706. 7 92.7 
West North Central: | 
Pk onccbcibbsoncce’ aude 1.6 40.7 | 9.9 279.3 809. 2 196. 3 
a rte eee 1.6 29.0 | 9.2 274.2 | 800. 6 184.4 
i See 6.9 77.6 | 20.8 | 300.8 | 1,100.3 130. 1 
North Dakota. --- 1.9 28.5 | 11.4} 309.7 | 888. 3 204.3 
South Dakota_-. 3.3 11.7 | 5.8 220.7 | 1,081.2 170.8 
Nebraska_ 2.8 25.9 | 17.3 226. 7 581.3 153. 4 
Kansas.___.-__- 4.9 46.3 | 17.8 | 304.7 | 1,163.9 139. 2 
South Atlantic: 
SN Siacdcnctndughocnen 49 28.4 | 83.6 | 351.6 981.8 154. 3 
M ary land - 8.5 56.3 | 87.7 | 223. 3 431.9 318.7 
Virginia 18.7 74.6 | 207.1 529.3 1, 439. 6 263. 6 
West Virginia. dillficccmantedicdd 7.7 50.2 | 84.6 | 275.8 660. 8 101.6 
North Carolina...........--- : 18.8 55.9 | 395.1 | 526. 6 1, 200. 5 191.5 
South Carolina 18.0 73.7 | 215. 2 373.5 1, 397.4 150. 2 
Georgia... ..... 25.8 85.1} 1029 564.5, 1,445.0 235. 4 
Florida. ......_- 20.9 84. 2 152. 2 715.0 1, 735.0 206. 3 
East South Central: | | 
Kentucky 13.8 95. 2 129. 6 634.9 | 1,144.7 243. 1 
Tennessee . 23.3 117.2 242.6 501.0 | 914.7 181.8 
Alabama we Sooners 25.7 36.7 109. 7 482.4 818. 3 122.6 
Mississippi. - - Mandela 15.9 41.5 95.1 398. 4 863. 5 69.1 
West South Central: 
NS. 5 con dbsdtnoscedsnd 1L.4 76.0 83. 3 421.5 1,312.2 141.5 
aA ae . 16. 2 34.0 106. 1 178.0 620.8 125. 1 
Oklahoma. --. eee 5.9 | 77.6 70.4 557.7 1, 498.9 164. 5 
Texas... 5 sibnaewe nama hil 13.1 61.3 95. 6 522. 8 1, 731.8 197.9 
Mountain: j 
Montana ~ 2.1 38.3 24.4 321.5 1, 305. 5 239. 4 
Idaho 6.3 46.5 11.3 576. 6 1, 970.8 324.1 
w 6.3 7.1 4.7 255. 6 1,372.3 125. 5 
nt cascbdbhibooe 3.7 36. 5 16. 1 310.8 1,419.3 166. 6 
New Mexico 3.7 72.1 36. 1 574.4 1, 976.8 276.0 
Arizona 4.5 104. 2 50. 6 480.9 1, 830.7 409.9 
Utah _- 3.2 49.7 7.6 493. 6 1, 028. 0 273.6 
Ne aiaeciseabda 58.1 36.3 568. 8 2,013.7 338. 8 
Pacific: 
24 59.4 21.3 600. 3 1, 349. 2 238.9 
és 2.8 80.4 12.5 740. 1 1, 722. 6 283. 6 
IE cass scthsfaisdpcxcacresintae 3.9 91.6 36.7 540.8 1, 514.7 395. 4 





! The rates for burglary and larceny are based on the reports of 524 cities with a total population of 9,855,335. 
? The rate for auto theft is based on the reports of 525 cities with a total population of 11,828,035, 

3 Includes report of District of Columbia. 

‘ The rates for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 181 cities. 

§ The rates for burglary and larceny are based on reports of 222 cities. 






Geographic division and population | nonnegli- 


group | 


New England: 
Group I_---- 
Group II. ...- 
Group III 
Group IV 
I onnticthemdndtncna 
Group VI 

Middle Atlantic: 

SOON Be Sad ctcnccccustcocecs cnc | 
OO a | 
Group OI 
Group IV 
Tn wiiiaian én 
Group VL_-- Saheb insti din tains 
East North Central: 
RE Sttis no pdiababacnineeeoe 
Group II_ -. jddibbnanipadandl 
ET EG cantépuivckinadcnnanadall 
Group IV-_.. Rithetwkucn tied 
OD) 
BE We seccencess 

West North Central: 

Group I..-.. 
Group II 
Group III-_-. 
Group IV_..-- 
Group V_....-.--- 
oe We iicatbendensecusahavad 

South Atlantic: 

Group I 3__. 
| aaa 
Group III ....--- ieee 
oy Se 
Group V 
Group VI | 

East South Central: | 
EE Be ainda sc cececestnccccsesnas | 
aa cient 
SE Ee Geneddeutcnuccenedees | 
Group IV__..-.-.- 
ae ene 
EE na ccckcobebccenssdaud 

West South Central: 
Group I_--- 
EE BE een sactwcedsowsancenased 
SESE EE Ce = } 
Group IV_.....--- i 
0 Se ee 
_... + ee ‘ 

Mountain: 
|) ae 
Group II-_-_- 

Group IIT- -_. 
Group IV-----. 
Group V_.-.-.-- i 
Group VI__.-.-- 

Pacific: 
yf SR eee | 
EE dria pcban esteewan<pwenu 
PE ethinccasntoniescowneietes 
Geb inns cosdatdncecanpewaal 
Cs iin niabebieweseceswune 
Group VI... 











1 The rates for burglary and larceny are based on the reports of 4 cities. 
? The rate for auto theft is based on the reports of 5 cities. 


3 Includes the District of Columbia. 






TaBLE 88.— Number of offenses known to the police per 100,000 inhabitants, January 
to December, inclusive, 1939, by geographic divisions and population groups 


Agera- | Burglary— 


Robbery vated breaking 





._-S 


enone as. nNnacnrYo@ 


ree 
es 
BASS SRSRBR xeeERS 


“Oe hw SCnNaeno comwouw e2norno 


BS 


PHS Po 


~ 


“FOr © mr Oaww-+! 
Bi BB 


~ 


opm 
REG R 


coer nwne 
-_ 
4 
amor aane 


he 
BSaUSE prepa 


wo 
> 





— 


38 
BSRBSF ERESAS 


tee 
ecocucnre 
-onoanre 


MO WRWW MOSKOS BRAN 


— 
ononon aQacowmut eoocur- +! 


~ 


ATO eH CO 


$85uS6 saeeee 


nacac 


$2 pt et 9 ye 














assault | or entering 
19.5 | 157.0 
13.8 388.9 
5.8 | 262.8 | 
8.7 287.2 
5.7 | 192.0 | 
4.3 | 181.5 | 
41.4) 1 233.2 
23.8 | 280.7 | 
30.4 284. 3 
22.9 225. 0 
15.5 173.5 
13.0 154. 5 
39.5 348.9 
55. 1 378. 2 
23.0 305.9 
13.7 284. 6 
12.8 268. 9 
15.1 199.8 
17.5 280. 2 
24.4 331.0 
9.6 428.3 
113 334. 3 
12.4 286. 5 | 
8.1 211.0 
97.8 418.2 
175.1 733.9 
222. 4 453. 4 
216. 2 534. 2 
220. 1 336. 4 
157.5 296.8 | 
215. 5 746.9 | 
162.4 383.3 | 
123. 5 492. 6 
129.3 473.0 
95. 1 296. 9 
99.4 296. 6 
77.9 409.8 | 
105. 3 597.1 
171.8 452.6 | 
73.9 426.8 | 
69.0 354.8 | 
48.3 363. 3 
16.0 230.9 | 
11.8 538. 1 
25. 4 7.8 
21.4 549. 5 
24.0 429. 5 
21.9 7.2 
41.9 642.9 
24.7 516.7 
21.7 548.9 
20.2 549.9 | 
11.3 421.3 
25. 2 381.0 | 
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7] Police Employees and Motorized Equipment, 1938. 


Figures concerning the number and functional distribution of 
: police-department employees and motorized equipment for the calen- 
| dar year 1938 were presented in volume X, Nos. 2 and 3 of the Uni- 
form Crime Reports bulletin. Figures 10-12 on the following pages 
raphically present summaries relative to some of the more interesting 

facts relating to this subject. 

The information dealing with the functional distribution of police 
employees presented in figure 10 was obtained from reports forwarded 
from 377 cities with more than 25,000 inhabitants, and the detailed 
figures relative thereto may be found in table 55, in volume X, No. 2. 

Summary figures relative to the motorized equipment operated 
during 1938 by 376 cities with more than 25,000 inhabitants are pre- 
sented in figure 11. The upper portion of this figure indicates that 
for every 21 police employees the average department operated 
2 automobiles and 1 motorcycle. The lower portion of the figure 
relates to the radio equipment maintained, ont i will be seen that 
57.1 percent of the cars were equipped with one-way radio, and 22.4 
percent with two-way radio. ‘Tikwelae, 31.7 percent of the motor- 
cycles were radio equipped. The detailed tabulation upon which 
figure 11 is based may ~ found in table 56 of volume X, No. 2, of 
this bulletin. 

The information presented in figure 12 is supplemented by table 75 
in volume X, No. 3, and is presented to indicate the number of cities 
using one-man cars only, the number using two-men cars only, and 
the number using both one-man and two-men cars. The figure also 
indicates the number of those police departments which operated, in 
addition to their other motorized equipment, automobiles manned by 
three or more men. 
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Offenses in Individual Cities With More Than 25,000 Inhabitants. 


The number of offenses reported as having been committed during 
the calendar year 1939 is shown in table 89. The compilation includes 
the reports received from police departments in cities with more than 
25,000 inhabitants. Such data are included here in order that inter- 
ested individuals and organizations may have readily available up-to- 
date information concerning the amount of crime committed in their 
communities. Police administrators and other interested individuals 
will probably find it desirable to compare the crime rates of their 
cities with the average rates shown in tables 82 and 88 of this publica- 
tion. Similarly, they will doubtless desire to make comparisons with 
the figures for their communities for prior periods, in order to determine 
whether there has been an increase or a decrease in the amount of 
crime committed. 

A great deal of caution should be exercised in comparing crime data 
for individual cities, because differences in the figures may be due to a 
variety of factors. The amount of crime committed in a community 
is not solely chargeable to the police but is rather a charge against the 
entire community. The following is a list of some of the factors which 
might affect the amount of crime in a community: 


The composition of the population with reference particularly to 
age, sex, and race. 

The economic status and activities of the population. 

Climate. 

Educational, recreational, and religious facilities. 

The number of police employees per unit of population. 

The standards governing appointments to the police force. 

The policies of the prosecuting officials and the courts. 

The attitude of the public toward law-enforcement problems. 

The degree of efficiency of the local law-enforcement agency. 


Comparisons between the crime rates of individual cities should not 
be made without giving consideration to the above-mentioned factors. 
It is more important to determine whether the figures for a given 
community show increases or decreases in the amount of crime 
committed than to ascertain whether the figures are above or below 
those of some other community. 

In examining a compilation of crime figures for individual com- 
munities it should be borne in mind that in view of the fact that the 
data are compiled by different record departments operating under 
separate and distinct administrative systems, it is entirely possible 
that there may be variations in the practices employed in classifying 
complaints of offenses. On the other hand, the crime-reporting hand- 
book has been distributed to all contributors of crime reports, and the 
figures received are included in this bulletin only if they apparent 
have been compiled in accordance with the provisions of the hand- 
book, and the individual department has so indicated. 
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TABLE 89.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1939, cities over 25,000 in population 




















Murder, a én Larceny—theft 
City nonnegli- | Robbery vated | breaking Aue 
Qo oe assault | or | $and | Under eft 
| | entering | over 
1 ' 

Abilene, Tex__- smite 1 6 21 92 27 447 36 
Akron, Ohio_.--. cwnnceces 12 169 128 1, 236 186 1, 857 341 
Alameda, Calif...............- 2 Oe... cst 63 5 277 45 
Albany, N. Y a 1 24 25 259 69 646 188 
Albuquerque, N. Mex........-]........-- Te ts cdéscs 256 23 818 144 
EE imcnvotnentonteelstbuses< nui Ne eee 252 21 281 91 
OS) ae piheicsielecis Cate 4 10 73 10 17 22 
pS, ere er 1 12 1 210 37 421 132 
Alton, Il AOE x 2 9 8 82 4 164 43 
Oo aa ‘ 1 18 5 263 17 188 64 
Amarillo, Tex 6 3 77 130 58 573 105 
 — k Ss ew. 9 3 66 28 137 26 
Anderson, Ind. = jus 6 B hapitels chil 133 34 92 91 
EOE. sc enanocteskivennahecnes 1 2 106 62 438 60 
Appleton, Wis. - No reports received 

I igncns odnnetialingnuinnsenden 6 4 78 10 
Asheville, N. C 2 42 352 315 113 545 74 
Ashland, Ky : 5 7 OR 15 190 35 
Atlanta, Ga ‘ 99 406 240 2, 353 536 4, 422 1, 134 
Atlantic City, N. J. 2 29 107 526 234 860 257 
sewn iines oon onan babies ic 1 29 29 256 22 
Augusta, Ga 9 34 RR 327 51 735 50 
Aurora, Ill. - 1 16 7 78 31 160 58 
Austin, Tex 15 44 55 528 40 1,7 106 
i  « « nacdccecescclvnncncadiinke 17 9 166 52 104 
Baltimore, Md 74 492 773 1, 795 626 2, 593 2, 825 
Bangor, Maine stdnnontstilschiabaad | eee 91 27 187 56 
ED 0, ccnaesconssthsece entail , | ae 78 Q 77 13 
Baton Rouge, La 3 9 49 135 42 7 44 
Battle Creek, Mich oullich in) acihaaell 17 8 155 13 542 102 


Bay City, Mich 
Bayonne, N.J 5 “x 
Beaumont, Tex ‘ 4 9 25 


1 1 57 | 19 463 109 


61 
2B 

173 | 6 214 73 
Belleville, : 2 Roc 72 3 7 19 
eT .cthouivassnantubidnaseo cial 4 1 91 12 159 22 
RRS ei % ers 65 21 214 ety 
Relvedere Township, C alif 1 25 25 212 24 208 243 
ov anwas th sons «eld wnecgheiie 17 7 256 29 808 56 
Berwyn, Bere, gsi icc rir o> eee 12 1 82 11 126 | 30 
Bethlehem, Pa Only 11 months received 
Beverly, Mass pid sie leans Seema 2 2 40 18 132 15 
Binghamton, N. Y— 2 1 4 69 30 370 115 
Birmingham, Ala ‘ 79 lil 117 1, 570 300 2, 058 353 
Bloomfield, N. J - _ sea Bieta 112 20 231 53 
PTE oc sacctsndastihaccas. atime 31 6 73 23 355 117 
Boston, Mass. -_--- ; 6 362 171 1, 186 761 2, 580 2, 990 
TAM. cs ocancenscelunceceduunnl 39 6 444 181 1, 449 417 
Bristol, Conn oe 2 1 DO Biles ante 110 6 80 12 
Brockton, Mass eats ooscan 9 3 189 37 349 38 
i ......csssnbebdlcsnccanniaill @ Bowie: ; 239 85 288 165 
Brownsville, Tex ideas mcs is, . 2 30 3 65 6 
i... n. onheast 17 73 142 814 290 1, 671 699 
SO ERS yee ee BE cnncanace 50 3 172 19 
EERE ELE! RLS 4 1 86 23 419 32 
Butte, Mont onda 1 31 16 160 20 251 175 
Cambridge, Mass. - bpadebonk 1 23 15 412 74 639 428 
0) ®t + 63 72 286 134 471 178 
Canton, Ohio. __- ok sabAMnat oocduuaile 95 83 387 () 965 89 
Cedar Rapids, lows Sn dees shswcdal 14 5 91 33 659 80 
| RES Ty SSR S Tce ce 52 10 168 20 
Charleston, RR os gee 12 98 244 241 137 911 112 
Charleston, W. Va..........-..- 14 73 165 126 128 295 99 
CN IS acco occ ccnn~ee 35 80 347 670 97 1, 585 275 
Chattanooga, Tenn_-_.......-- 50 101 210 688 64 1, 407 234 
SEN, 15..<cp-2-ccecdeiaubucoses : 17 7 239 39 199 &R 
Chester, Pa ‘ slouiicp ide 12 36 193 26 185 8A 
Chicago, Il_ -_.-- sneeconill 239 6, 854 1, 517 12, 084 3, 722 12, 245 2, 955 
Chicopee, Mass - ; satticeee ait B Yasccccunse 18 209 25 
a es cnkcietwe mnie 1 50 | 2 145 30 198 58 
Cincinnati, Ohio. _...........-- 45 | 531 | 261 | 2, 082 690 5, 190 678 
Clarksburg, W. Va_..........-- Only 6 months received 
Cleveland, Ohio. . aa 66 808 146 | 2, 505 | 271 | 11, 595 | 946) 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio____._.}.....-..---- 30 1 173 | 25 348 75 
Clifton, N. J an See ressisaaee 6 5 130 | 27 | 103 | 29 
Clinton, Iowa. __. rere aca 3 2 61 30 100 | 18 
Colorado Springs, Colo 5 3 156 32 | 568 56 





See footnotes at end of table. 
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TABLE 89.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1939, cities over 25,000 in population—Continued 









































Murder, ‘ _ Larceny—theft 
Cit nonnegli- | po or = greenery Fo 
y | Robbery| vated | breaking 
eet | assault or $50 and | Under | “heft 
slaughter ! entering | over $50 CO 
i cathe tata Ne et i Ree eS a 
' 
Oolumbin, B..0.....5........<. Only 8 months received 
SAM... ion one 7 15 20 | 166 | 39 621 51 
Columbus, Ohio____.----__--_- 2 374 83 2, 323 388 3, 042 587 
ER: or acco ctiicandcsandh sii rceticeneelcha ih eaceadeamal 66 8 142 21 
Corpus Christi, Tex_........... 5 14 30 296 51 609 298 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. ..........}............ | 37 1 176 23 475 129 
Covington, Ky_......__.__- i 3 27 22 275 25 282 | 148 
Cranston, R. I_____..__.. bdbeo! eee 45 40 210 31 
Cumberland, Md Fees 5 | 2 75 17 157 34 
(areas 54 142 | 21) 1,798 | 168 7, 872 530 
Danville, Mi --7--7777 22> 2 2B 5 | 138 | 3 265 34 
Denvam, V4............. 10 22 114 | 145 | 30 | 350 42 
Davenport, Iowa . 21 3 | 285 | 33 832 97 
Dayton, Ohio ¥ 15 113 89 770 | 69 2, 205 5ll 
) Dearborn, Mich __- 2 | 26 2 134 69 | 673 142 
Decatur, Ill ae 39 4 204 27 475 70 
' | SA. eae 10 114 47 677 | 328 3, 356 487 
: Des Moines, Iowa__..._......_. 4 79 29 661 182 | 1, 634 
5 DONON, BEN. ...s.....-ns0ieee 79 1, 421 743 4, 823 800 | 20,847 3, 009 
: Dubuque, Iowa_________- 3 | De. kee 51 | 15 359 | 105 
, SE Ea dulhescancosh Mi snonsasdpas 17 | 1 255 125 | 1, 240 | 174 
2 Durham, N. C____..._-. 7 36 77 326 110 | 64) 108 
0 East Chicago, Ind... ___- 2 26 | 69 203 31 | 242 | 2 
8 East Cleveland, Ohio___- ee canals xc cmee 146, 14 | 276 | 17 
6 Easton, Pa en aauae all No reports received 
4 East Orange, N. J._..........-- 1 8 | 10 248 41 239 | 61 
5 East Providence, R. I___. 1 3 | 3 123 14 225 | 9 
6 East St. Louis, Ill : 6 132 | 124 254 49 365 | lll 
3 Eau Claire, Wis 1 4 | 1 63 21 214 | 45 
4 Elgin, Ill 1 3 | 3 49 9 215 | 19 
2 Elizabeth, N. J 1 16 | 36 363 78 713 | 127 
9 Elkhart, Ind 1 14 | 1 113 | 20 | 539 | 40 
re Elmira, N. Y_- wine 8 1 92 22 | 306 | 72 
73 | 4}, 5 85 19 511 | 47| 1,443 250 
19 Elyria, Ohio... ____.._. meh Bc onsceeall 4 4 65 | 10 | 117 13 
33 a Se Saa8 | 9 | 7 143 | 11 | 291 30 
40 Erie, Pa wabicceekDiccsissnacel 28 | 7 346 70 6i2| 21 
43 Evanston, Ml. ____- , 2 | Po) 32 | 151 110 712 | os 
56 Evansville, Ind_______. 9 54 | 21 | 490 75 1, 287 | 304 
30 Everett, Mass... _- pikes) ae 12 | 7 | 147 22 217 | 25 
Everett, Wash... _- bie k= nna 8 1 142 | 8 | 519 | 50 
15 Fall River, Mass .____.___..- i 21 | 2 | 386 26 339 76 
115 Fargo, N. Dak...__.___- SRM go eS 11 | 7 | 90 | 23 | 223 | 62 
353 Fitchburg, Mass.____ deeb pointe .| I acsinihaliens | 118 | 9 266 | 35 
53 RM nn cad 7 | 79 | 133 | 786 156 | 2,011 | 305 
17 a? A] eee er 5 1 27 14 | 102 53 
900 Fort Smith, Ark .......-..... 4 24 | 18 | 120 27 | 41 
417 Fort Wayne, Ind ‘ 2 | 4 16 378 | 108 1, 814 | 534 
12 Fort Worth, Tex______- ‘ 16 | 94 | 15 1, 141 | 94 | 3,462 251 
38 iene, MANE... 6 ----25<4 5 | 86 | 390 | 122 | 99) 27 
165 Gadsden, Ala.__....._- acta 4 | 8 | 71 108 41 | 235 44 
6 Galesburg, Ill as | 16 | 1 93 13 146 67 
9 Galveston, Tex.....---.-.-... 2| 79 274 352 46 476 103 
19 Garfield, N. J_...-.---- ‘ No reports received 
33 OE, Winn === 50---- ee 13 | 117 | 220 303 | 51 | 383 168 
175 Glendale, Calif... _-.- ER 2 | 25 | 3 | 393 | | 1,141 | 195 
428 Grand Rapids, Mich 2 | 25 11 | 540 | 73 | 2,004 318 
4 Granite City, Il 1 7 3 | 87 | 1 | 105 | 27 
88 Great Falls, Mont... 2 3 1 98 | 21 531 | 75 
80 Green Bay, Wis cae 3 69° 14 320 36 
» Greensboro, N. C 13 | 2 2 364 110 71 184 
— Greenville, 8. C.--- 2-22-22 9 | 21 44 235 69 624 ay 
2 Hackensack, N. J___._. 5 ee ie 7 29 83 | 10 | 123 48 
art Hagerstown, Md......_._.____- 5 | 14 8 95 | 2 267 86 
234 Hamilton, Ohio....-._..._- 1 | 15 4 35 41 336 38 
88 Hammond, Ind 2 | 31 12 24 50 523 | 84 
> Hamtramck, Mich ek 65 4 199 102 577 | 138 
2, a Harrisburg, Pa ; 4 37 52 296 660 152 
58 Eeenenene, OOM. ......- 2 dccaw 1 43 109 945 | 115 1, 653 545 
678 Haverhill, Mass csuadal 1} Ph incall . 114 30 187 | 50 
. Hazelton, Pa Sos cat all No reports received ; 
one Highland Park, Mich <a 1 55 4 | 366 | 65 661 106 
78 High Point, N. C_........----- 5 il 192 | 186 | 66 222 71 
» IME Ss ou .3505----2=5-dhbnccccncadee 8 4 | 67 | 29 | 67 | 43 
18 SL... 2. ..eendons |---------22- 2 1} 140 | 35 | | 82 
56 Honolulu, T. H é 12 13 4 995 155 2,016 220 








See footnotes at end of table, 
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Taste 89.— Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1939, cittes over 25,000 in enon Han ieee 















































Bur- Larceny—theft 
Muster, | Agere- | glery— |! gt 
City een. | Robbery | vated | breaking | | there 
ei a | | assault or | $Mand Under | 
| ane |entering| over | $50 | 
ee eal apne i ant ie | ai 
OS paeeen 67 311 220 2, 056 299 | 6, 558 822 
Se 4 53 106 | 466 116 | 1, 075 118 
Huntington Park, Calif........|_......._... 31 1} 275 34 | 467 96 
I, HEINE... oc cncsenbteinsccscnncgie 7 2) 127 | 10 | 616 41 
Indianapolis, Ind _-.........---- 20 511 263 | = 2, 569 730 | 6, 188 1, 513 
Inglewood, ee Deciniavinklllendgucascene 9 | 2) 154 36 | 330 40 
oe) ee ene ee | | PATS 266 2 256 44 
Jackson, Mich coscem 2 7 | 9 222 9 466 131 
Jackson, Miss_-_-......--- in 4 20 | 30 22 31 633 57 
Jacksonville, Fla_-------------- 38 151 | 164 | 1, 292 | 449 | 2, 875 330 
6) SS 1 s 1 97 | 2} 142 44 
Jersey City, Best Complete data not received 
REE 1 3 ; | 103 143 75 
le SS ‘ 2 30 6 | 172 | 17 212 90 
Joplin, Mo___--..-- asiiacoeicliii lls iasiciabael : 46 9) 250 | 45 74 99 
EE a 9 4 | 215 35 1, 016 | 127 
Kansas City, Kans.......------ 164 43 641 | 111 1,001 | 171 
Kansas City, Mo--- 488 183 1, 574 1, 355 2, 572 | 654 
Kearny, N. J- Only 9 months received 
Kenosha, Tn oboe 4 2| 65 | 1 163 | 43 
NSS ea 1 6 56 9 103 22 
Knoxville, Tenu..-........-... 30 | 166 307 | 169 681 250 
Kokomo, Ind 9) 5 143 | 19 346 114 
DIRS SW icctnncceece hcp cnnancuie 10 | 16 62 | 8 56 15 
ON eae: 2 Di Bengiieains 78 12 295 4s 
La Fayette, Ind-_..........-..-. 2 10 1 87 33 432 24 
Lakewood, Ohio.............-- 1 10 1| 139 25 305 31 
TSRBNE PR. .....5,0c2000. 2 1 12 13 | 164 20 | 404 | 39 
Tansing, S000.......-.-.------]_......2.02- 20 9 117 55 | 533 | 168 
TEL. sschdegncsuncnecas No reports received 
Lawrence, a | 13 | 3) 113 | 41 173 | 125 
Lebanon, Pa eneadtth dukes cnks-cimatpuaunll 19 | 36 | 18 96 34 
Lewiston, Maine_............--. - Only, 5 months received 
ae 4 46 | 365 | 91 | 1,097 | 159 
eS, 1 26 2 | 214 | 36 470 118 
BOGE, DEMME. os ccceccusse pnd aca nd bene 5 5 158 | 34 | 399 200 
attic Beak, Ark.............-. 13 45 114 | 487 | @) } 1, 480 162 
Long Beach, Calif..... oe 1 110 32 939 | 271 | 2,491 396 
Lorain, Ohio 2 15 17 132 | 36 | 274 52 
Los Angeles, Calif. _-_- 79 1, 860 | 501 9, 368 | 3,866 | 16,650 8, 278 
Louisville, Ky----- 40 464 | 556 | = -2, 796 | 631 3, 838 892 
Lowell, Mass 1 6 | 9 | 238 | 30 274 147 
Lower Merion Township, wasn 3 u 2 | 114 31 98 64 } 
Lynchburg, Va-.-..-----.--.- . 9 6 58 111 31 237 72 | 
EET Co S.ccegeeananesiae 2 39 ll 545 98 885 167 
RES a 20 38 154 213 40 620 101 
Madison, Wis-_----.....- ian ene ll 2 190 89 441 93 
Malden, Mass_-__......-- ied 1 18 4 191 25 416 102 
IE SE oo «5. ecthctcccnzobee 2 5 134 25 426 45 
eee 3 15 8 122 30 363 66 
Marion, Ohio . 1 7 6 82 16 7 39 
Massillon, Ohio 1 21 12 121 10 110 26 
Maywood, Il Se eca tos 16 134 18 
McKeesport, Pa_........-- oa 1 48 | 85 74 69 123 105 
Medford, Mass. --.- Seallirssnkbkemieed 7 eon 137 12 60 
Memphis, Tenn. .-. 52 534 1, 164 2, 000 447 2, 591 BR 
a i ci pe ni cae DD iseiene een 146 15 26 54 
Meridian, Miss.............-..- 10 16 | 4 191 20 281 25 
dh aewneoets 40 166 | 390 | 1, 192 297 1,277 265 
i Pn... wcnbeclendedseaveuns 3 | 2 57 16 233 19 oT 
Middletown, Conn_- 2) 2 8 | 35 16 115 | 24 
Middletown, Ohio__-_..-...-.-. 2) 17 | 15 145 31 462 31 
Milwaukee, Wis_____.___-- 8 | 70 | 81 495 265 | 4,127 509 
Minneapolis, Minn__........-- 10 268 | 68 1, 524 589 | 3, 468 | 1, 453 
Mishawaka, Ind_--.....-- Os ac cade 1c aSeeteaes 19 2 156 37 
Mobile, Ala.......... g 45 | 162 265 52 252 | 115 
Moline, Ml__.....-- a 10 8 98 2 244 | 49 
Monroe, La__...-.-.- 7 22 | 7 | 12 357 | 21 
Montclair, N. J_.._-- No reports received 
Montgomery, Ala_.__........-- 30 20 446 51 635 84 
Mount Vernon, N. Y--.--..--.-- 1 8 3 83 33 212 24 
Se 3 22 10 296 22 265 97 
Muskegon, Mich.. nate esiikceees ll 2 80 49 488 | 76 
Muskogee, Sa. 3 | 31 9 205 7 522 47 
OS eee Only 10 months received 
Gpemieiny Wedecs fot. Ne. odds | Sh... case | 71 | 5| 97 | 32 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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TaBLE 89.— Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 





1939, cittes over 25,000 in population—Continued 














































<a, 
nonnegli- 
City gent man- Robbery 
slaughter 
Nashville, Tenn -............-. 53 204 
New Albany, Ind.............- 1 2 
Newark, N. es ee a -“ 275 
ot a i 9 
New Bedford, Mass... .__...__. 1 18 
New Britain, Conn. -...........]......... 18 
New Brunswick, Eb Miteccadantd 2 15 
EIIEEEE Gh sobanscncecotit biboceteda 1 
da cars ni asd 19 
New Haven, Conn.........-.-- 47 
pO See: ree 3 
New Orleans, La_._..........-- 79 131 
I  eiiirnd dencaccuenals 1 15 
Newport, R. I Seen tanenddiiuisdiegn aah 1 
Newport News, Va-_-_.........- 6 22 
New Rochelle, N. Y........--- 1 2 
IS» nc cibosmetacnd 1 
ED DNs Ei wetetxenccnccbd 291 1,427 
Niagara Falls, N. Y_...-.....-- 1 ll 
PTI nc thhanineicided 19 130 
Norristown, Pa__-_....-- 1| 2 
PEGE SUIKINS On docicacecch dis csnecenddl | 3 
yy 6. eee 
PE MIDs « Scansccmnconnd 1 15 
"> ees 12 220 
ih a sicesniciedie scene 65 
GN al oa cuncanaba 3 2 
Oklahoma City, Okla...._..___ 6 146 
Omaha, Nebr.______- 10 9 
CN, PleEe bs cccscanscccne 1 11 
IN Bs sb ceccdnak 3 12 
I teiscisciimalith scnsdainkel 5 
VO eae 1 7 
I ig oe 7 14 
Parkersburg, W. Va_______.- 2 3 
Pasadena, Calif 1 26 
Ld. .ackeihhiacesendithactonkoane 25 
Paterson, N. J__...... 7 35 
Pawtucket, R. I_____. i ae ae 1 
Pensacola, Fla... __._- 1 42 
Al ai 2 bets 11 58 
Perth Amboy, N. J__..- 
Petersbu: TN nasccd-dapepell 6 10 
Philadelphia, Pa.____- 129 818 
Phoenix, Ariz_........ de 5 69 
Pittsburgh, Pa___- ‘ 2 7 
Pittsfield, Mass... _- cS ee A 5 
Plainfield, N. J... -ikebeandane 7 
Pontiac, Mich. _____.. 1 17 
Port Arthur, Tex.___ 1 2 
3 ll 
Portland, RR te ee 13 
Portland, Oreg____. 12 306 
Portsmouth, Ohio__ 3 18 
Portsmouth, Va___.........--- 17 43 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.. wn ittbiniicamnl 3 
ee Oe b Bacdag out 2 13 
Pueblo, Co! ae a 2 18 
Misa 6cndghasswacas Dibcachesamiee 34 
uincy, Mass 

ine, Wis_. 1 12 
Raleigh, N. 5 42 
Reading, Pa 2 18 
Revere, Mass. $ 1 12 
Richmond, Ind_. 1 ll 
re 41 210 
Riverside, Calif. .............-- enaiindind 6 
| Snare 7 28 
) - “_ _* & ge eeenerers 2 35 
Rockford, T___.... 22 
Rock Island, Ill__.. 20 
Rome, N. Y___-_...- 2 
BEE OO IO, 6 nttncncccccsdngecaccssen 7 
Sacramento, Calif__............ 171 
Saginaw, Mh asc ca kd 2B 
St. Joseph, Mo................. 43 





See footnotes at end of table. 














Bur- Larceny—theft 
Agera- | glary— __ ee ail 
vated | breaking | 
assault or | $50 and Under 
entering over $50 
a 
28+ sor; @) | 1,00 
4 76 | 11 | 255 
505 | 1, 399 | 416 | 3,770 
5 113 | 16 580 
9 685 | 73 1,047 
4 176 | B | 333 
5 | 126 | 24 | 246 
6 | 80 | 22 | 180 
2 122 18 | 243 
9 900 264 | 1, 230 
13 76 12 | 223 
400 518 505 | 1, 340 
15 144 25 283 
2 81 25 266 
65 | 261 32 129 
42 | 68 49 136 
sicovmumieladad } 136 (@ 413 | 
2,940 | 4,997 | @) 16, 268 
35 | 408 | 56 556 
154 1, 026 | 135 | 1,815 
10 48 | ll 78 
2 132 20 117 
Only 5 months received 
1 | 105 9 14 
168 1, 473 218 3, 935 
1 265 a4 355 
2 227 7 738 
283 | 1,079 213 3, 086 
71 441 71 | 874 
51 79 16 | 98 
46 131 45 356 
1 86 yi 417 
17 45 6 | 119 
15 133 38 479 
7 78 13 | 227 
6 386 165 1, 464 
30 309 37 268 
40 521 57 268 
21 156 54 713 
59 | 171 100 733 
38 503 59 | 856 
No reports received 
83 123 13 527 
590 2, 351 903 2,038 
21 282 86 1, 223 
313 1,979 476 1, 433 
4 118 25 224 
8 75 26 153 
ll 255 40 342 
19 46 7 331 
5 90 2 218 
1 433 59 672 
46 2, 831 720 4, 963 
16 218 47 725 
178 271 49 696 
18 92 24 378 
32 451 112 590 
5 237 16 386 
31 54 82 201 
Only 8 months received 
5 189 «4 446 
323 444 89 673 
30 555 77 542 
1 234 22 302 
8 50 2% 97 
446 1, 186 303 3, 951 
8 208 13 365 
69 136 7 567 
45 574 170 2, 182 
7 167 37 483 
5 104 34 459 
1 24 4 129 
1 63 6 160 
42 766 359 2, 344 
10 435 49 1,088 
22 475 83 1, 004 
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TaBLE 89.— Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1939, cittes over 25,000 in ee 






































| |} Bur- | Larceny—theft 
More, |, ee) baie re J Auto 
City oe eae, Robbery | vated | breaking | theft 
slenchter | | assault | or $50and Under 
_ | entering over | $50 
| | | 
St. Louis, Mo.__...._--- 80 540 | 121 1, 389 () 10, 217 955 
St. Paul, Minn__.....-_- & 162 32 927 182 2, 463 338 
St. temne, | a e 4 9 379 109 943 54 
Salem, Mass_. A ES 16 2 80 34 253 53 
Salem, tek rennhnautiinnneninaed 6 1 192 23 249 107 
Salt Lake City, U tah____ ; 5 93 17 776 59 1, 229 454 
San Angelo, Tex_- 2 12 15 77 36 40 
San Antonio, Tex_. 34 | 256 487 1,170 387 3, 172 716 
San Bernardino, Calif 2} 33 | 5 263 11 102 
San Diego, Calif... __ 5 | 81 | 25 500 126 1, 892 484 
San Francisco, Calif 24 704 362 2, 660 882 7,115 2, 623 
San Jose, Calif___ Se as 2 33 11 312 25 7 182 
Santa Ana, Calif____. 1 | 5 3 109 31 601 7 
Santa Barbara, Calif_ 1 13 | 18 165 42 644 60 
Santa Monica, Calif 1 46 | 12 304 146 909 188 
Savannah, Ga_. 13 31 | 17 299 344 1, 343 | 93 
Schenectady, ree ee es ae - 12 18 | 419 99 383 140 
Scranton, Pa.......___- 2 45 | 36 | 402 89 546 | =. 265 
Seattle, Wash____..___- ; 12 269 | 4 2, 885 339 3,462 | 1,337 
Sharon, Pa ee ee 6 | 1 | 58 1 96 | 44 
Sheboygan, Wis. _. Sa tae : 2 ated 105 11 329 | 26 
Shreveport, La 5 8 | 36 | 122 | 238 41 1, 174 | 141 
Sioux City, Iowa__- some 3 | 38 | 3 | 221 7 601 240 
Sioux Falls, 8. Dak_ : i 2 4) 1 | 33 458 | 83 
Somerville, Mass....______- a 22 5 | 121 33 163 148 
poms ieee, Ied............... 1 52 13 430 91 1,032 184 
Spartanburg, 8. C________- i (2) 6 (?) 137 29 78 
Spokane, Wash__..__.____. ‘ 1 | 123 67 824 106 2, 303 334 
Springfield, Tll__._._. 4 55 17 249 73 957 293 
Springfield, Mass_. _- 2 19 21 462 111 1, 073 204 
Springfield, Mo-____- a 1 25 3 354 | 59 | 933 93 
Springfield, Ohio___ __ aot 6 18 18 318 | 40 | 7 92 
Stamford, Conn___---_- 2 6 5 103 51 | 2380 92 
Steubenville, Ohio. __- 27 2 14 10 92 10 139 61 
Perr Cees Only 1 month received 
Superior, Wis-- eee las mceneaiiamee mf. . “ | 130 24 367 62 
PE Tons cesnen : 3 2B 6 | 456 105 1, 101 313 
nici 49 | 10 537 52 | 1, 190 | 346 
en A 17 51 111 441 97 | 1,176 | 130 
Taunton, Mass_ ee a ee Only 2 months received 
Tn ime. 36 18 15 401 | 129 
I, BR. ois cctieen aces : 11 | 269 89 1,090 318 3, 405 482 
_ OS) ae ; 5 40 6 504 (4) | 1, 058 219 
Torrineton, Conn____- sind No reports received 
EE BEE Onn avekemmnes ES: 2 | 35 52 | 593 87 919 | 191 
BE BE Eid a vcenkuesccssnce Z 2 23 18 145 52 455 137 
Tucson, Aris........... moe 1 | 55 22 | 234 102 749 | 147 
Tulsa, Okla_. Ce ' 20 253 110 | 1, 281 239 2, 731 | 7 | 
Union City, N.J a os ncce ateene 5 2 | 86 21 96 sO 
University City, Mo.__________]--..---- 6 2 | 155 37 251 21 
Upper Darby, Pa z 3 5 5 25 14 29 | 134 
Utica, N. ee ee F 4) 10 | 156 61 628 | 86 
eee ee 6 6 | 122 197 11 828 | 38 
Waltham, Mass__.-_. angen 8 | 3 | 131 23 387 | 51 
Warren, Ohio. ____- 7 2 21 | 8 | 201 | 20 321 | 59 
Washington, D. C. 56 | 628 | 544 2, 512 816 7,619 1, 854 | 
ed cana 7 | 2 56 ll 122 55 | 
Waterbury, Conn___.._.__._- Pe civ laet 11 | 6 296 55 295 192 
ee 5 3 177 20 246 61 
Watertown, Mass._-_. as 2 2 55 3 42 | 16 
ee we mnndiaicaee dine | 4 86 16 408 2 
Waukegan, IIl__.__._. 17 12 100 63 198 46 
West Allis, Wis__........-- 3 1 45 10 372 20 
West Hartford, Gonn______- =, ees 1 27 69 15 64 17 
West Haven, Conn______ es. | 4 | 3 | 84 | 13 99 | 35 
West New York, N.J Only 9 months received 
West Orange, N. J__...._--. otees 1 1 36 16 64 | 19 
West Palm Beach, Fla- 12 g 232 31 443 52 
Wheeling, W. Va_______- 1 16 6 168 46 338 | 59 
White Plains, N. Y__.._-_- 2 4 10 47 29 74 45 | 
Wichita, Kans_.......... 3 26 28 339 43 1, 585 | 131 | 
Wichita Falls, Tex_._ _-- 4 7 | 29 219 57 1, 175 | 81 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa__-_._.-- ek 20 12 257 59 306 99 
Wilkinsburg, Pa_-....-..- - eaten 17 30 121 li 109 22 | 
Williamsport, Pa---_..--- 16 sca nba 7 3 69 14 250 | 52 
Wilmington, Del___....__- 6 24 91 394 141 1, 020 | 178 








See footnotes at end of table. 





eee” ~~ 


Ccoowwnw 





189 


TABLE 89.— Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 





1939, cities over 25,000 in population—Continued 


| Murder, | | - | ath Larceny—theft 
nonnegli- | |} Aggra- | slary —- 
City ont mate Robbery | vated breaking 
8 nee | | assault or $50 and | Under 
slaughter entering | over | $50 
Wilmington, N. C_.._.--.-- 5 27 76 | 81 | 32 318 
Winston-Salem, N. C_-_--- 4 2% | 301; 321] 38 | 488 
Woodbridge, N. J._..-------- 2 4| 5 | 89 | 6 | 169 
Woonsocket, R. I 1 1} 167 17 139 
Worcester, Mass 4 63 | 17 | 724 | 145 | 1, 029 | 
Wyandotte, Mich 2 4} 2 | 48 | 19 | 151 
i. 1 8 | 34 | 167 | 26 | 343 
York, Pa_..-- eta daadipinee 1 16 9 | 93 | 7 | 356 | 
Youngstown, Ohio s 9 | 153 137 635 | 4 1, 267 | 
Zanesville, Ohio_...-..- | 1 |} ll 60 23 178 


1 Larcenies not separately reported. Figure listed includes both major and minor larcenies. 
2? Complete figures not received. 


209621°—-40—5 
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Offenses Known to Sheriffs, State Police, and Other Rural Officers, 1939. 


Under the system of uniform crime reporting, urban crimes are 
compiled separately from rural crimes. The figures presented in the 
preceding tables are based on reports received from police departments 
in urban communities (places with 2,500 or more inhabitants). Com- 
prehensive data regarding rural crimes are not yet available, but the 
information on hand is shown in table 90. 

The following tabulation sets forth a percentage distribution of 100 
urban crimes in comparison with an average group of 100 rural crimes. 














Percent | Percent 

Offense rr. a Offense Peet 

Urban | Rural | | Urban | Rural 

ou = | —_ oa 
| ' 

i Rikiineinademes gate tn 100.0 I Fe Rin nctuniemnorewcansesan | 3.6 3.5 

||| Aggravated assault. ............. | 30 6.4 

Larceny Sakis iT Sa Me a sttes Sac cesc ain onks .6 2.5 

ll aes 22.6 | 28. : a iN kar 3 1.3 

IN adie ae ila ene ih alae 11.5 7. Manslaughter. Lice dnehaaiseaccineaianaee 3 11 

| 





The foregoing comparison discloses that 11.3 percent of the rural 
crimes are offenses against the person (criminal homicide, rape, and 
aggravated assault) while only 4.2 percent of the urban crimes fall 
within those classes. This does not mean that the total of crimes 
against the person committed in rural areas is greater than in urban 
communities, because the figures represent only average groups of 
100 urban crimes and 100 rural crimes. The higher percentage of 
rural crimes involving offenses against the person may be due to the 
fact that some of the reports representing rural crimes indicate the 
possibility that they were limited to instances in which arrests were 
made. Incompleteness of this sort in the reports will tend to in- 
crease the percentage of rural crimes against the person, inasmuch 
as such crimes are more generally followed by arrests than are the 
less serious offenses against property. 


TABLE 90.—Offenses known, January to December, inclusive, 1939, as reported by 
937 sheriffs, 8 State police organizations, and 80 village officers 


Crimina] homicide 


SS | 


Bur- | 
Aggra- 
Murder, glary— 
Man- Rob- | vated a Larceny—| Auto 
“tigent | Slaugh- | Rape | bery as breaking |"'theft | theft 
man: cae sault | tering 
slaugh- gence | 


ter | 





Offenses known. ............ 1, 100 | 918 | 2,209 3,070 5,555 24, 696 42, 026 6, 801 
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Offenses Known in Territories and Possessions of the United States. 

Available crime data for the Territories and possessions of the 
United States are presented in table 91, which includes reports from 
the four judicial divisions in Alaska; Honolulu City and the counties 
of Hawaii, Honolulu, Kauai, and Maui, in the Territory of Hawaii; 
Isthmus of Panama, C. Z., and Puerto Rico. The tabulation is based 
upon the number of offenses known to law-enforcement officials of 
both urban and rural areas, with the exception that the data for 
Honolulu City have been segregated from the figures for Honolulu 
County. 


TaBLE 91.— Number of offenses known in United States Territories and possessions, 
January to December, inclusive, 1939 - 


[Population figures from Federal census, Apr. 1, 1930] 















































Murder, Larceny— 
nonneg- Agu — theft 
Jurisdiction reporting — Rob- | ‘vated | break- | ache Minho 
assault | ing or theft 
slaugh- | | entering | Over | Under 
ter | | $50 $50 
| 
Alaska: 
First judicial division (Juneau), 
population, 19,304; number of 
offenses known... ........-..---- 2 3 7 23 34 wee 
Second judicial division (Nome), 
population, 10,127; number of 
offenses known Bieds - 2 ee es 2 12 6 10 1 
Third judicial division (Valdez), \, 
population, 16,309; number of | } 
offenses known. a A 10 | 2 8 | w 2 | eee 
Fourth judicial division (Fairbanks), 
population, 13,538; number of | 
ee Ae a i 6 7 27 l 
Hawaii: | | 
Honolulu City, population, 137,582; | | | 
number of offenses known 12 13 | 24 | 995 | 155 | 2,016 | 220 
Hawaii County, population, 73,325; | | 
number of offenses known.__-.__- 4 3 | 10 | 96 15 230 38 
Honolulu County, ——. 65,341; | 
number of offenses known... -..-. 2 2 8 | 134 | 21 269 55 
Kauai County, population, 35,942; | 
number of offenses known : etsaebwibilswnnet 3 | 12 3 21 4 
Maui County, population, 56,146; | 
number of offenses known ii ndnsduaicnment 10 97 | 7 181 23 
Isthmus of Panama: Canal Zone, popula- | 
tion, 39,467; number of offenses known - 2 2 8 | 69 27 355 33 
Puerto Rico: Population, 1,543,913; num- 
ber of offenses known - -...............- 224 47 | 1,979 952 97 | 3,699 87 
| 


Data From Supplementary Offense Reports. 


Inasmuch as more than 95 percent of the offenses reported monthly 
by local agencies are crimes against property and included in only 
four classifications (robbery, burglary, larceny, and auto theft), the 
desirability of further analyzing these crimes is apparent. Such an 
analysis is made possible with the use of supplementary offense 
reports forwarded to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. With 
the exception of a break-down of crimes of rape into forcible and 
statutory violations, the supplementary reports deal entirely with 
crimes against property and provide for recording additional data 
concerning them with reference to the time and place of commission 
and the value of property stolen and recovered. Tables 92-94 
present this type of information. 

More than 58 percent of the total crimes reported (see table 82) 
are classified as larceny. The 207 cities represented in table 92 
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reported 226,710 larcenies. More than 18 percent of such crimes 
involved thefts of personal property from automobiles. This does 
not include thefts of auto accessories, which constituted over 16 
percent of the total larcenies. Bicycle thefts, too, present a problem, 
inasmuch as this type of theft numbered nearly 16 percent of all 
larcenies reported. e remaining larcenies reported were cases of 
pocket-picking, purse-snatching, shoplifting, and others of a mis- 
cellaneous nature. 

The analysis of larceny offenses presented in table 92 is shown for 
four different groups of cities divided according to size. In exam- 
ining these data it is noted that the percentage of thefts of property 
from automobiles is higher in the larger cities than in the smaller 
communities. It is noted, on the other hand, that in the larger 
cities the percentage of larceny offenses involving bicycles is smaller. 

When all larcenies reported are grouped according to the value of 
the property stolen, it is found that 65.6 percent involved property 
valued at from $5 to $50; 24.2 percent involved property valued at 
less than $5; and in only 10.2 percent of the cases was the value more 
than $50. 

Partial answers to the questions of where and when the burglaries 
occur, may be found by examining the data presented in table 92. 
Of the 91,623 offenses of this type reported by the cities represented, 
45.7 percent were perpetrated in residences and 54.3 percent in non- 
residence structures. Eighty-one percent of all burglaries occurred 
during the night. However, only 69 percent of the residence bur- 
glaries occurred after nightfall, as compared with 92.6 percent in 
nonresidence structures, such as stores, office buildings, and ware- 
houses. The smaller percentage of nonresidence daytime burglaries 
may be explained by the fact that such structures are usually occu- 
pied during the day, whereas many residences are unoccupied during 
the daytime. 

Of the 17,831 robbery offenses, 10,112 (56.7 percent) were classified 
as highway robbery. This includes not only armed robbery, but also 
the so-called strong-arm robberies involving thefts of property from 
the person, accompanied by the element of force or threat of force, 
but without the use of weapons. It is observed that 8.4 percent of 
the robbery offenses involved oil stations; 1.4 percent were robberies 
of chain stores; and 0.3 percent were bank robberies. An additional 
26.1 percent were committed in other types of commercial houses. 
The remaining 7.1 percent of the total robberies consisted of residence 
robberies (3.4 percent), and others of a miscellaneous character (3.7 
percent). 

Of the 2,036 offenses of rape reported, 53.1 percent were classified 
as forcible rapes and the remainder as statutory offenses. 
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TABLE 92.— Number of known offenses with divisions as to the nature of the criminal 
act, time and place of commission, and value of property stolen, January to Decem- 
ber, inclusive, 1939; cities over 25,000 in population, grouped by size 





Number of actual offenses 


GroupI | Group II Group III Group IV Total 



















































































| 
Classification | 
18 cities | 3Mcities 59 cities 96 cities | 207 cities: 
over 100,000 to | 50,000 to 25,000 to total » 
250,000; | 250,000; | 100,000; 50, iain 
population | population population | population | | PoP. m4 
| 11,730,800 4,766,138 3,995,771 3,309,525 
| 
neuthentcaiahal asesaglgte -|- a = /-— 
Rape: | | | | 
Dh acdnedbhnhinnwashiinbiind eal 630 190 146 115 | 1, 081 
ek 521 207 113 114 955 
PI clihitichnnd:tibantiaicibea nln i Wikio atti 1,151 397 259 229 2, 036 
Robbery: | | 
Highway _.........-- seine tlinasdetGiiaidetetilaaal 7, 139 1, 387 | 1, 072 | 514 | 10, 112 
Commercial house... -----_-----.---- i 3, 848 379 | 246 176 | 4, 649 
Oil station_. idl idecakieashl waste 1, 054 162 158 125 1, 499 
Chain store ip sabdicmeehinnsacnmeatien 127 34 53 35 249 
Residence Pid atone 423 86 | 55 45 609 
Bank ls cniesietiaensmsealtondivem woaibidieel 43 DP Ivshbos ‘ 1 46 
Miscellaneous peteciesieetaaaie 356 108 | 103 | 100 | 667 
Be ea endck in ttisasch 12, 990 | 2, 158 1, 687 | 996 17, 831 
Burglary—breaking or entering: | 
Residence (dwelling): 
Committed during night- oes 15, 015 5, 759 4, 724 | 3, 358 28, 856 
Committed during day__..______- 7, 572 2,615 1, 564 | 1, 28 12, 989 
Nonresidence (store, office, etc.): | | 
Committed during night---.____--- 21, 068 | 10, 955 7, 872 | 6, 187 | 46, 082 
Committed during day___.-.....--} 2, 166 | 598 536 | 396 | 3, 696 
| « = —| -_ — — | qe comennee ome 
Total ae seid 45,821 | 19, 927 ___14, 606 |_11, 179 | 91, 623 
Larceny—theft (except auto theft) | 
(grouped according to value of article | 
stolen): 
int ncsiccddaleecdecien 13, 679 4, 136 2, 873 2, 510 23, 198 
RRS ee 67, 822 34, 370 23, 926 22, 634 148, 752 
Riviera ad naciinetenpcaie canal 22, 294 13, 734 9, 687 9, 045 54, 760 
ih il eee 103, 795 52, 240 36, 486 34, 189 224, 710 
Larceny—theft (grouped as to type of of- | SS 
fense): 
Pocket-picking _ - cnuipihis > 1, 218 888 545 442 3, 093 
PE», nnbcdupcaninaccwentes 4, 371 1, 046 793 578 6, 788 
II dtl n idm telah esicka oo pabiin +e 2, 982 1, 657 1, 512 1, 226 7, 377 
Thefts from autos (exclusive of auto 
accessories) : Pdbta atest 21, 426 8, 519 6, 176 4, 879 41,000 
Auto accessories. __-.......-- heapbaaiin 18, 920 6, 491 6,015 5, 375 36, 801 
Bicycles____.-- ; pag amee eee 12, 035 9, 352 6, 941 7, 512 35, 840 
Rp ne a eo riibsddsstine ccs. ck 42, 843 24, 287 14, 504 14, 177 95, 811 
Total se chsedenes Sud seushdaweths 103, 795 | 52, 240 36, 486 34, 189 } 226, 710 


| 
t ' ' 


The cities represented in table 92A reported 48,475 thefts of motor 
vehicles during 1939. The supplementary reports from these cities 
eg that 46,041 (95.0 percent) were recovered during the same 
period. 

It is interesting to observe that in group I cities (over 250,000 
inhabitants) 97.1 percent of the stolen cars were recovered, while in 
groups II and III the percentage of recoveries of motor vehicles was 
91.9. Cities with between 25,000 and 50,000 inhabitants made 
recoveries in 94 percent of the auto-theft cases. 
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TaBLE 92A.—Number of automobiles stolen and recovered, January to December, 
inclusive, 1939; cities over 25,000 in population, grouped by size 








Number of | Number of 
Population group automobiles 


stolen 
Group I: 18 cities over 250,000; total population, 11,730,800_..____ 26, 703 
Group Ii: 34 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total population, 4,766, i38__ 10, 400 
Group III: 59 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total population, 3,995,771_- 6, 218 
Group IV: 96 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total population, 3,300,525. _- 5, 154 
Total, groups I-IV: 207 cities; total population, 23,802,234__ 48, 475 


The police departments in 207 cities with over 25,000 inhabitants, 
representing a population of 23,802,234, reported property stolen 
amounting to $32,610,971.33. During 1939 the recoveries of stolen 

roperty totaled $21,490,877.45, or 65.9 percent of the amount stolen. 

n examining the information presented in table 93 it will be seen that 
$19,483,345.42 represented the value of locally stolen automobiles. 
Likewise, the value of locally stolen automobiles recovered was higher 
than for any other type of property listed, amounting to 94.8 percent. 
Exclusive of nauiesoliica, property stolen amounted to $13,127,625.91, 
and the value of property recovered was $3,019,719.66 (23 percent). 


TaBLeE 93.—Value of property stolen and value of property recovered with divisions 


as to type of property involved, January to December, inclusive, 1989; cities over 
25,000 in population, grouped by size 

















Value 70 Percent 
Population group Type of property wtp a wipe oot 

Group I: 18 cities over | Currency, notes, ete.............-- $2, 003, 143. 02 $168, 435. 83 8.4 
250,000; total population, | Jewelry and precious metals___-__- 1, 959, 702. 54 328, 513. 88 16.8 
11,730,800. Furs . 459, 279. 98 56, 698. 92 12.3 
8s 1, 002, 132. 03 161, 552. 45 16.1 

Locally stolen automobile 11, 517, 113. 46 | 10, 929, 513. 33 4.9 

Miscellaneous 2, 803, 358. 93 765, 386. 87 27.3 















Date. ocncsalinn tees o-........(9 i 2_...............| SG SS | RE ee 


———————SS——=_ ESE Se 





Group II: 34 cities, 100,000 to | Currency, notes, ete_....._...._._. 583, 635. 36 126, 430. 48 21.7 
250,000; total population, | Jewelry and precious metals____-__. 440, 024. 97 171, 104. 57 38.9 
4,766,138. TEE iar angemnnaiguniaunn su dtaaumed 46, 868. 67 9, 586. 90 20. 5 

can sumarmcemenaen aaacaked 270, 309. 16 94, 356. 95 34.9 

Locally stolen automobiles _---__- 3, 613, 480.10 | 3, 450, 678. 45 95. 5 

ES 725, 426. 05 328, 612. 34 45.3 
be ebtecclencccaccsedcassacee 


5, 679, 744.31 | 4, 180, 769. 69 73.6 




















_— — ——] 

Group III: 59 cities, 50,000 | Currency, notes, ete__............- 384, 597. 00 57, 765. 08 15.0 
to 100,000; total popula- | Jewelry and precious metals _..__- 284, 569. 97 82, 963. 04 29.2 
tion, 3,995,771. WG, ch POSE cnasedecsinosswen 34, 163. 09 4, 198. 00 12.3 
St 186, 159. 19 44, 632. 74 24.0 

Locally stolen automobiles_.......| 2,338, 121.26 | 2, 178, 899. 01 93.2 

SECU bi cocina is ctimoeqiens 614, 475. 88 222, 132. 45 36.1 

Ns cage kSUR Cn. 2 ae ceaa- ses Sten i 3, $42, 086.30 | 2,500, 590.32! 67.4 
SS —_ 

Group IV: 96 cities, 25,000 | Currency, notes, ete......____._- 312, 667. 34 51, 980. 54 16.6 
to 50,000; total population, | Jewelry and precious metals__._- 271, 372. 01 83, 770. 52 30.9 
3,309,525. NE hid khsetel iehededinacighn dha: 30, 115. 70 6, 290. 50 20.9 
od oe een 127, 052. 61 33, 605. 21 26. 4 

Locally stolen automobiles... _.__ 2, 014, 630.60 | 1, 912, 067. 00 94.9 

DEON, . on cccncacinnsutdions 588, 572. 41 221, 702. 39 37.7 

PUN lik ras caspian RN ea a ae ea aaa 3, 344, 410. 67 2, 309, 416. 16 69.1 

= —S—==—S=.-_——_ 

Total, groups I-IV: 207 cities; } Currency, notes, ete........._.____ 3, 284, 042. 72 404,611.93 | 12.3 
total population, 23,802,234. | Jewelry and precious metals______ 2, 955, 669. 49 666, 352. 01 22. 5 
a a a 570, 427. 44 | 76, 774. 32 13.5 

Eee ..------| 1, 585,652.99 | 334, 147. 35 21.1 

Locally stolen automobiles _ - -| 19, 483, 345.42 | 18, 471, 157. 79 4.8 

Miscellaneous. __............ 4, 731, 833. 27 1, 537, 834.05 | 32. 5 

| seamen ieennmnmnemmneens iememmppemntinans 

Ds icenebencueeenace er 21, 490, 877. 45 65.9 
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In the average offense of robbery during 1939 the property stolen 
was valued at $102.75, according to the supplementary offense reports 
forwarded to the Federal Bureau of Investigation by the police 
departments of 206 cities with over 25,000 inhabitants. 

he average value of property stolen per offense of burglary was 
$57.10 and for larceny $27.14. However, the number of Wrniasion 
was so much larger than the number of robberies committed that the 
total value of the property stolen in connection with burglaries was 
greatly in excess of the corresponding total for robbery. Similarly, 
the number of larcenies exceeded the number of burglaries to such an 
extent that the total value of property stolen in larceny cases was 
substantially in excess of the property stolen in burglary cases. 

In auto-theft cases the average value per offense was $406.31, but 
it should be noted in this connection that 95 percent of the stolen 
automobiles were recovered, whereas in other types of property the 
average proportion of property recovered was 23 percent. 

In examining the data presented in table 94 it should be borne in 
mind that the number of crimes listed includes attempts to commit 
offenses, and inasmuch as the thefts were not consummated, the value 
of the property sought was not included. This would naturally tend 
to reduce the figure with reference to the average value of property 
stolen per offense. 


TaBLE 94.—Value of property stolen, by type of crime, January to December, 
inclusive, 1939; 206 cities over 25,000 in population 


(Total population, 23,528,934, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Number of | Average 











ny : : Value of prop- 
Classification actual value per 
offenses eva | Offense 
. — an | —— wo ee 
Robbery i oo <n<50s5<s5aeeeine onvsedeulea 17,713 | $1, 819, 994. 50 | $102. 75 
Ue on 5 oo nonce cn ncesosnceeees- eee tino 90, 052 5, 142, 076. 32 57. 10 
Larceny—theft ee a  - e 224, 352 6, 088, 526. 22 27.14 
Auto theft eee ee 48,115 19, 549, 713. 41 406. 31 


DORE. 5 occ cgi ss. 02000055. sceanwa —| 32, 600, 310. 45 85. 74 
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Estimated Number of Major Crimes in the United States, 1938-39. 

It is estimated that 1,484,554 serious crimes were committed 
throughout the continental United States during 1939. This estimate 
includes offenses of criminal homicide, rape, robbery, avated 
assault, burglary, larceny, and auto theft. In comparing the figures 
with the 1938 estimates, increases are seen in all types of offenses with 
the exception of manslaughter by negligence, robbery, and auto theft. 

These estimates were based on the monthly crime reports for- 
warded to the Federal Bureau of Investigation by police departments 
of cities with a combined population in excess of 62,000,000. 

It is recognized that the larceny classification includes many thefts 
involving property of small value. However, it is also noted that 
the estimated total of major crimes does not include miscellaneous 
crimes of a serious nature, such as embezzlement, fraud, forgery, 
counterfeiting, arson, receiving stolen property, drug violations, carry- 
ing concealed weapons, etc. It is therefore believed that the estimated 
totals set out in table 95 are conservative. 

To indicate the frequency with which offenses are committed, a 
study of the data presented in table 95 reveals that every 7.8 minutes 
during 1939 there was an offense of criminal homicide, rape, or aggra- 
vated assault. Based on the estimated total of 1,484,554, a serious 
crime was committed every 21 seconds during 1939. 

Table 95 shows an increase of 50,742 (3.5 percent) in the total esti- 
mated major crimes during 1939 as compared with 1938. Burglary 
and larceny are mainly responsible for the 3.5 percent increase shown 
in the total for 1939. 


TABLE 95.—Estimated number of major crimes in the United States, 1938-89 





Number of offenses Change 
Offense preme gus mar: 

1938 1939 Number | Percent 
| 
Murder and nonneg 7, 438 7, 514 +76 +Lo0 
Manslaughter by 4, 554 4, 394 —160 —3.5 
Ra 8, 302 8, 832 +530 +6.4 
Ro 59, 273 55, 242 —4, 031 —6.8 
Aggravated assault__ 44, 529 46, 483 +1, 954 +4.4 
Burg 297, 208 311, 104 +13, 896 +4.7 

arceny 824, 305 872, 988 +48, 683 +5.9 
Auto theft 188, 203 177, 997 —10, 206 | —5.4 
1, 433,812 | 1,484,554 | +50, 742 +3.5 
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DATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 


Source of Data. 


During the calendar year 1939 the F BI examined 576,920 arrest 
records, as evidenced by fingerprint cards, in order to obtain data 
concerning the age, sex, race, and previous criminal history of the 
persons represented. The compilation has been limited to instances 
of arrests for violation of State laws and municipal ordinances. In 
other words, fingerprint cards representing arrests for violations of 
Federal laws or representing commitments to any type of penal 
institution have been excluded from this tabulation. 

The number of fingerprint records examined was considerably 
larger than for prior years, which were as follows: 1938, 554,376; 
1937, 520,153; 1936, 461,589. The increase in the number of arrest 
records examined should not necessarily be construed as reflecting an 
increase in the amount of crime, nor as an increase in the number of 
persons arrested, since it quite probably i is at least partially the result 
of an increased tendency on the part of local agencies to contribute 
fingerprint records to the Identification Division of the FBI. The 
tabulation of data from fingerprint cards obviously does not include 
all persons arrested, since there are individuals taken into custody 
for whom no fingerprint cards are forwarded to Washington. 
Furthermore, data pertaining to persons arrested should not be treated 
as information regarding the number of offenses committed, since two 
or more persons may be involved in the joint commission of a single 
offense, and on the other hand one person may be arrested and 
charged with the commission of séveral separate crimes. 


Offense Charged. 


More than 42 percent (246,828) of the records examined during 
1939 represented arrests for major violations as follows: 


eT EE ER Sr ee ae 6, 311 
Ns... Dive de dcadionnbgn cake cccocanenouew 13, 302 
PR bt <n cae ced Be ey ee 32, 472 
Se EE oo dn an un ced meena eae e 35, 827 
Lasoouy fexcent auto theft)... ........... 2... 2.2-5. 63, 947 
Bs I ae 6. Boe So cae cso nba che asecneunes 12, 498 
Eeensermnene meee TPO. 2, . Sec ici ic cece kun. 17, 586 
Stolen property (receiving, etc.) ...........---..------- 3, 786 
BU ods beads nea caw sedse ican aha cas bake esteem 957 
Forsy ann Gomeernene. oo. oc 5o 5222... - 7, 513 
RO i oe et a Aen Cents s ache nianwcigenatccent 6, 380 
Di NN en ea kkenceWandeccnance 4, 599 
er UD 6 oon a dae cnt nn ennnnnane 6, 127 
Levey Spee Seeeeeet a... Bn Soa esceccktbantnce 24, 309 
GU oo foo sk dks a eee wawassaeeneaaben 11, 214 


Persons charged with murder, robbery, assault, burglary, larceny, 
or auto theft numbered 164,357, which is more than 28 percent of 
the total arrest records examined. 

Sex. 

During 1939, 7.6 percent (43,818) of the records represented women. 
This is an increase over the corresponding figures for prior years, 
which are as follows: 1938, 6.8 percent; 1937, 6.9 percent; 1936, 
7.3 percent; 1935, 6.9 percent; 1934, 6.9 percent; 1933, 7.2 percent. 
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Males arrested outnumbered females arrested for all types of crimes 
except commercialized vice. However, there are significant differences 
in the criminal tendencies of males and females which are revealed 
when a study is made of the figures representing an average group of 
1,000 men arrested in comparison with an average group of 1,000 
women arrested. Such a comparison indicates there were more 
women than men charged with murder, assault, commercialized vice, 
and narcotic drug violations. In the average group of 1,000 men 
arrested and the average group of 1,000 women arrested, 15 women 
and 11 men were charged with criminal homicide; 65 women and 56 
men with assault; 34 women and 6 men with narcotic drug violations. 
On the other hand, men predominated in most of the remaining types 
of crimes, particularly in robberies, burglaries, and auto thefts. 


TABLE 96.— Distribution of arrests by sex, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1939 

















| Number } Percent 
Offense charged J et ae ane 
Total | Male Female | Total | Male | Female 
| } i 
Criminal homicide 6, 311 5, 639 o72} 21] 11 1.5 
ae ecsk baawe 13, 302 12, 729 573 2.3 2.4 1.3 
BORER, 5 tetitieemaees 4 ee 32, 472 29, 628 2, 844 5.6 5.6 | 6.5 
Burglary—breaking or entering ee 35,827 | 35, 241 586 | 6.2 6.6 1.3 
Larceny—theft_....... : sgh ptenell idited 63,947 | 59,113 4, 834 11.1 11.1 | 11.0 
BRO Wiikeninensteas- 3 12, 498 12, 229 269 2.2 2.3 | 6 
Embezzlement and fraud... .._- ide 17, 586 16, 713 873; 30) 3.1 2.0 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, ete = 3, 786 3, 460 326 on «7 | ot 
Arson leeaee 957 881 76 | -2] ant om 
Forgery and counterfeiting , a 7, 513 7, 074 | 439 1.3 1.3 1.0 
Rape _- alt onal 6, 380 6 Se Bisicsateee 1.1 Bell Peete 
Prostitution and commercialized vice _.-__._.-__| 6, 928 1, 427 5, 501 1.2 -3 | 12.6 
Other sex offenses / eee | 9,049 7, 704 1, 345 1.6 1.4 | 3.1 
Narcotic drug laws ae ecnescal 4, 599 3, 110 1, 489 8 -6 | 3.4 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, ete. __-_-- ; 6, 127 5, 878 249 | 1.1] 1.1) .6 
Offenses against family and children 7, 201 7,007 | 194 1.2 | 1.3 .4 
Liquor laws_- onli ; 9, 526 7, 937 1, 589 1.6 1.5 3.6 
Driving while intoxicated sii ‘ 24, 309 23, 716 593 4.2 | 4.4 | 1.4 
Road and driving laws sietabaie 5, 137 5, 058 79 9 1.0 on 
Parking violations. __ niimaniies nese 23 22 1} ® | & 
Other traffic and motor-vehicle laws__._.......- 8, 925 8, 752 173 | 1.5 1.6 | .4 
Disorderly conduct pelea inst cedietnissnenatia 27, 996 24, 704 3, 292.) 4.9 4.6 7.5 
RC natedadéacese Saabs wince 90, 989 86, 008 4,981 | 15.8 16. 1 11.4 
NE a aid 51, 233 47, 613 3, 620 8.9 8.9 | 8.3 
he ini onsnwndaadcenandinabaad 11, 214 10, 569 645 1.9 2.0 | 1.5 
SRE nes xtncchoan piincdsckneeecsangnameula iin 56, 993 5, 798 10.9 10.7 | 13. 2 
OE | Seas 7, 645 7, 103 542 1.3 1.3 1.2 
Pe SE. Se 42, 649 40, 414 2, 235 7.4 | 7.6 5.1 
| ee eee 883, 102 | 43,818 | 100.0, 100.0] 100.0 
| 


1 Less than Mo of 1 percent. 
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Age. 

During 1939 age 19 predominated in the frequency of arrests and 
was followed by age 18. This differs from the situation in 1938 when 
arrests for ages 18 and 19 were less frequent than for ages 21-23. 

From 1932 to the middle of 1935, there were more arrests for age 
19 than for other groups. From the middle of 1935 through 1938 
arrests occurred most frequently among persons age 21, 22, and 23. 

Figures for the groups in which the largest number of arrests 
occurred during 1939 are as follows: 


Number of 

Age : arrests 
Wen pie cia wae Wek sia es deen ue Cas eel 25, 191 

PR atet ti wheete estas he Citas owe 24, 225 
Bb. Sus. us tacsus b. «anangies GLa 24, 007 

eee ; : sina sn ea 

BPs Gas sab te it 


The percentage of the total persons arrested who were less than 21 
years old was 17.4 in 1936; 18.0 in 1937; 18.8 in 1938; and 18.9 in 1939. 

There were 108,857 persons less than 21 years old arrested and 
fingerprinted during 1939. In addition, there were 93,351 (16.2 
percent) between the ages of 21 and 24, making a total of 202,208 - 
(35.0 percent) less than 25 years old. Arrests in age group 25-29 
numbered 96,506 (16.7 percent) resulting in a total of 298,714 (51.8 
percent) less than 30 years of age. (With reference to the ages of 
persons represented by fingerprint cards received at the F B I, it 
should be borne in mind that the number of arrest records is doubtless 
incomplete in the lower age groups because in some jurisdictions the 
practice is not to fingerprint youthful individuals.) 
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Confirming tabulations for prior years, the 1939 figures indicate 
that offenses against property were frequently committed by youths. 
This is particularly true with reference to robbery, burglary, larceny, 
and auto theft, as revealed by the following tabulation: 


TABLE 98.—Percentage distribution of arrests by age groups 
a ie 


j | 
Age group All offenses | deer | Robbery Burglary Larceny | Auto theft 


Note.—The data in the preceding compilation are also shown in fig. 19. 


The prominent part played by youthful offenders in committing 
crimes against property is further revealed by an examination of the 
age distribution of all persons arrested for such crimes. During 1939 
there were 155,416 persons of all ages arrested for robbery, burglary, 
larceny, auto theft, embezzlement and fraud, forgery and counter- 
feiting, receiving stolen property, and arson; and 51,186 (32.9 percent) 
of those persons were less than 21 years old. The corresponding per- 
centages for prior years are as follows: 1938, 31.5; 1937, 31.0; 1936, 
28.5. 

The large part played by youthful persons in the commission of 
crimes against property is further indicated by the following figures. 
During 1939, 35.0 percent of all persons arrested were less than 25 
years of age. However, persons less than 25 years old numbered 
54.7 percent of those charged with robbery, 64.4 percent of those 
charged with burglary, 50.2 percent of those charged with larceny, 
and 73.0 percent of those charged with auto theft. More than one- 
half of all crimes against property during 1939 were committed by 
persons under 25 years of age. 
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TABLE 99.—Number and percentage of arrests of persons under 25 years of age, 
male and female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1939 


Total num-| Number | Total num-| Percentage | 7°! Per- 














ber of under 21 | ber under | under 21 centage 
Offense charged persons years of 25 years years of under 7 
arrested age of age age years 0 
age 

Criminal homicide--__....._.... stadt 6, 311 768 1, 856 12.2 29.4 
Robbery Pin Necsteecaddadee 13, 302 3, 871 7, 270 29.1 54.7 
Assault” suceabliea 32, 472 3, 7 9, 025 11.4 | 27.8 
Burglary— breaking or entering._.__.....-- 35, 827 16, 446 23, 080 45.9 64.4 
LGRI-SEEE.. . 5 cticlckadunmenise<cobuian 63, 047 21, 000 32, 086 32.8 50.2 
Auto theft___- olana onal 12, 498 6, 574 9, 122 52.6 73.0 
Embezzlement and fraud.__..._._-_._______- 17, 586 1, 217 3, 672 6.9 20.9 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, ete__... 3,7 668 1, 205 17.6 34.2 
Arson... penal 957 148 271 15.5 28.3 
Forgery and counterfeiting -_ - 7, 513 1, 262 2, 539 16.8 33.8 
Rape 6, 380 1,607 2, 977 25.2 46.7 
Prostitution and commercialized vice 6, 928 441 2, 349 6.4 33.9 
Other sex offenses... . 9, 049 1, 198 2, 626 13.2 29.0 
Narcotic drug laws 4, 599 322 1, 048 7.0 22.8 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, etce__......-. 6, 127 1, 129 2, 264 18.4 37.0 
Offenses against family and children___- 7, 201 316 1, 371 4.4 19.0 
Liquor laws 9, 526 728 1, 895 7.6 19.9 
Driving while intoxicated - . 24, 309 1,011 3, 915 4.2 16. 1 
Road and driving laws 5, 137 918 2, 159 17.9 42.0 
Parking violations 23 1 6 4.3 26.1 
Other traffic and motor-vehicle laws 8, 925 1, 660 3, 695 18.6 41.4 
Disorderly conduct 27, 996 4, 167 9, 013 14.9 32.2 
Drunkenness 90, 989 4, 001 12, 77: 4.4 14.0 
VRE. 5... 2 cdnabccwctuents 51, 233 8, 649 17, 266 16.9 33.7 
EE Ratti. cant ken cdenwcenerne 11, 214 724 2, 066 6.5 18.4 
Suspicion es ideo ; -| 62, 791 13, 821 25, 260 22.0 40. 2 
Not stated " cenit nese =hdaaeiaiandnial 7, 645 1, 401 2, 669 18.3 | 34.9 
All other offenses ___............-- | 42, 649 11, 104 | 18, 638 26.0 43.7 

Total 576, 920 | 108, 857 202, 208 | 18.9 | 35.0 


| | 


The age distribution of males arrested aulan 1939 is shinai identical 
with the age distribution of all persons arrested, the only difference 
being that for males arrested age 21 exceeded age 22. 

On the other hand the age distribution of the females arrested 
differs generally from the age distribution of all arrests. For females, 
the largest number of arrests occurred in ages 22, 23, and 24. 

To facilitate comparison, data for separate sexes for selected in- 
dividual age —— are presented herewith: 














Number of arrests Number of arrests 
Age — Age a eg ee 
oe Male | Female | |" mt ng Male | Female 
| peailial aj Se See |_—_—— EE 
19 25,101} 23,275| 1,916 || 28. .........-......- | 23,092 | 20,515 2, 577 
24, 22, 535 Se Wh Batisccs ccincacwes 464 20, 069 2, 395 
24 21, 300 2, 1 Ssscerchen deltas tiated ide 19, 697 1, 701 
23, 21,620} 2, 159 || 
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Criminal Repeaters. 


The seriousness and extent of the problem of the criminal repeater 
are again revealed by the figures for 1939. During the calendar year, 
there were 55 persons arrested for criminal homicide whose records 
showed prior convictions of murder or manslaughter. Similarly, the 
figures listed hereafter indicate instances of persons charged with 
crimes during 1939 whose criminal histories contained prior convic- 
tions of the same type of offense: 


a rs rr hs res i nn eas. sires 674 
Eee 6 hiss os CaS conc. Sb. ccet = Fig PA 2, 986 
SN 650 Bois eR cide asada eeen ta eeecemeed Jo aaa ee 5, 306 
a ete ee ee ee ee os oe 
Panpeneieeee Ge We S| 2 SSS Cea eee 985 
Forgery and eee eeu ae ae tear eee 670 
Rape. dED chet phate tas ake atin made eeaceaetndno ea 70 
Narcotic drug SRN Pe ree ao wae om eae sta 1, 025 
Saeeen Wee meee... 8. oe ee 826 


The compilation generally reflects a tendency on the part of re- 
cidivists to repeat the same type of offense. This is particularly true 
with reference to crimes against property. 

More than one-half of the total prior convictions disclosed by the 
records of the persons arrested and fingerprinted during 1939 resulted 
from major violations. Prior convictions for the more serious types 
of crimes were revealed as follows: 





PE CE. occa ccksuneioteccunsante abla fade 1, 568 
RT rtcasatin se stiarais arts ic iclidbethasibanlsicea iain tania valeraeicabeak dateeacaeait 6, 281 
REE ee Ses sk Cut Be BS Le & eee ee. 8, 008 
I a sie on co ce ce alee wh wes aw eo 17, 009 
Larceny (and related offenses) ined cnwebatgadateee tastes 36, 464 
Ree Ube ee SP ss sh eS. ee 206 
Forgery and counterfeiting Daas sins os Ua nada Sage nae rar eb ao al 4, 629 
ee ee ee sr Seen ees Dee oENeeS 1, 191 
Narcotic drug DG ck. Aer acs EE ee on soubee 2, 986 
WS CRONE NEIE RR ca nace nanan ae eo 1, 687 
Leer Sees eo ee ee ee eee 4, 195 

ee re tas ken Roe eee ena ele 84, 224 


Of the 576,920 arrest records examined during 1939, there were 
261,634 (45.4 percent) representing individuals who alread 43 
fingerprint cards on file in the Identification Division of the FB 
There were, in addition, 7,468 current records bearing notations hela 
to previous criminal activities of persons arrested during 1939 al- 
though their fingerprints had not co on file prior to 1939. This 
makes a total of 269,102 persons arrested during the year concerning 
whom there was information on file dealing with prior criminal ac- 
tivities, and the records showed that 162,424 of them had been 
convicted previously of one or more crimes. This number is 60.4 
percent of the 269,102 records containing data concerning prior 
criminal activities, and 28.2 of the 576,920 arrest records examined. 

The records of the 162,424 persons "reveal a total of 422,748 con- 
victions prior to 1939. In 177,486 instances the convictions were of 
major offenses, whereas in 245,262 cases the convictions were based 
on violations less serious in nature. 

As previously indicated, women represented 7.6 percent of the 
total persons arrested and fingerprinted during 1939. However, only 
4.7 percent of the 162,424 previous convictions revealed by the records 
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represented women. 
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Of the total males arrested and fingerprinted 


during the year, 46.4 percent had previous fingerprint records on file, 
whereas the corresponding percentage for females was 32.1. 


TABLE 102.— Number with previous fingerprint records, arrests, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1989 




















Total Male Female 
| | | 
Offense charged Previous | Previous | Previous 
Number} finger- | Number! finger- | Number | finger- 
| arrested | print | arrested print | arrested print 
| record | | record | | record 
ome ae inceitnipeninenenaeneieesllinsseesitienctipssiniticel meni Sntill eciieeaninadciiatel ih = 
| | | 
Cc reste homicide... 6, 311 1, 821 5,639 | 1,707 | 672 | 114 
Robbe wine 13, 302 6, 973 12, 729 6, 769 | 573 | 204 
coamaie ohh dbehennes dr aennadninagubied 32, 472 12, 658 , 628 12, 086 2, 844 572 
Burglary Te or r entering. . | 35,827 15, 508 35, 241 15, 370 586 138 
Larceny—theft_. en 63, 947 26, 694 59, 113 25, 434 | 4, 834 1, 260 
Auto theft_____- 12, 498 5, 423 12, 229 5, 371 | 269 52 
Embezzlement and fraud __- | 17, 586 8, 251 16, 713 8, 032 | 873 219 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, ete | 3, 786 1, 275 3, 460 1, 220 326 55 
Arson... 957 283 881 274 | 7 9 
Forgery and counterfeiting... ___- 7, 513 3, 966 | 7,074 3, 858 | 439 108 
a, eli cecstacahiliinch dah woteanaiadecolingsnandmheiia 6, 380 2, 6, 380 SG Basie hen hodnas 
Prostitution and commercialized vice 6, 928 3, 253 1, 427 568 5, 501 2, 685 
Other sex offenses_.............-- 9, 049 2, 785 7, 704 2, 516 1, 345 269 
Narcotic drug laws............-......- 4, 599 2, 969 | 3,110 2, 265 1, 489 704 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, ete - 6, 127 2, 228 5, 878 2, 192 249 36 
Offenses against family and children .__- | 7, 201 2, 544 7,007 2, 520 194 24 
CANE BOs cnn ie dd aba ebseScccse | 9, 526 3, 666 7, 937 3, 333 1, 589 333 
Driving while intoxicated... ......-- 24, 309 7, 792 23, 716 7, 677 593 115 
Road and driving laws_.._.......-.-. 5, 137 1, 421 | 5, 058 1, 403 73 18 
Parking violations. --_.......-.-..--- | 2 8 22 8 Wes 
Other traffic and motor-vehicle laws - | 8, 925 3, 058 8, 752 3, 026 173 32 
Disorderly conduct. ------ | 27,996 12, 276 24, 704 11, 330 3, 202 46 
Drunkenness | 90,989 48, 329 86, 008 46, 400 4, 981 1,929 
Testo hn utussneeneaniesseunee 51, 233 31,080 | 47,613 29, 522 3, 620 1, 558 
a 11,214 3, 256 10, 569 3, 166 645 90 
Suspicion. . 62, 791 29, 852 56, 993 27, 893 5, 798 1, 959 
Not stated 7, 645 | 2,77 | 7, 103 2, 669 542 108 
aaa ee 42, 649 19, 434 40, 414 18, 917 2, 235 517 
WN oh. cn cxchahshdeebdgeace 576, 920 261, 634 533, 102 247, 580 43, 818 14, 054 
' ' 
TABLE 103.—Percentage with previous fingerprint records, arrests, male and female, 
Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1939 
Offense Percent Offense Percent 
— — — — | — 
Narcotic drug laws_...............-.-..-. CONT Cian Ann sennnthindnekinnaase 
st etit inca s scaucensaccdeesun Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc... ... 
Drunkenness__..._- ‘ Offenses against family a ‘dren. “ane 
Forgery and counterfeiting . weseEe Parking violations '..................... 
GE cctnccetues< Other traffic and motor-vehicle laws 
Suspicion _- 





Prostitution and commercialized v ‘vice. _- 
Embezzlement and fraud 

CP YO eae 
Disorderly conduct...............- 
a See a 
Burglary—breaking or entering. 
Larceny —theft 
Assault... .. 





seapsesaneeese 
CxywWe DOCoOUFr @e2 


Stolen property; buying, ewe, ete. 
i  dcnetiend cunttititientdettemindl 
Delving while intoxicated 

Other sex offenses . . . ah 
Arson... 
Gambling_. 

Criminal homicide. __.-._._.- 
Road and driving laws 








NBBISRRSSSRSR 
NOOO NNWRWHeo 





1 Only 23 Segeepaind cards were received representing arrests for violation of parking regulations. 
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TABLE 107.—Number of cases tn which fingerprint records show one or more prior 
convictions, and the total of prior convictions disclosed by the records, male and 
female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1939 





Number of | Number of | Number of | Total num- 











records show-| _~. 
ior convic- ior convic- | ber of prior 
Offense charged ensue tions of major|tions of minor] convictions 
convictions offenses offenses 

Criminal homicide _____-__- teideethenetaiohe wd 1, 07' 1, 272 1,019 2, 291 
Die: + aucendedeoseabe . wonduttin . 4, 524 6, 601 4, 520 11, 121 
Sn. nd cbbabedndeetenbdnsaadedeneses . 7, 876 9, 007 8, 766 17, 773 
Burglary—breaking or entering. --_......-..--- 9, 885 15, 583 8, 939 24, 522 
Rilo S on ca encom endadseaiane 16, 686 26, 937 20, 918 7, 855 
Sn cbtik ip tnacssctcuskatestwechncess a 3, 185 4, 418 2, 677 7, 095. 
Embezzlement and fraud --_-______...-...---- : 4, 663 7,079 4, 203 11, 282 

Stolen property; buying, receiving, ete ---__---- 753 1,055 711 1,71 
ON fs tree idl pen ineninints aoe ee 178 165 189 354 
Forgery and counterfeiting ; ates ee 2, 519 4, 249 1, 733 5, 982 
Ry cnncies dsmineaneh dh dh ttmen ben nn ddmaipen 1, 243 1, 394 2, 336 
Prostitution and commercialized vice ______-- 1, 736 2, 139 1, 783 3, 922 
NT I ona dinndbdboscnéece 1, 668 1,812 1,921 3, 733 
I ins cnaneninbinhnneeoestsceuses 2, 125 5,415 2, 509 7, 924 
Weapons; carrying, pee SR nse cient el 1, 459 1, 841 1, 463 3, 304 

Offenses against family and children___-_------ 1, 289 1, 244 1, 131 2, 37 
RE i Ta kee medennse 2, 211 1, 742 3,016 4, 758 
Driving while intoxicated -_-____- = onan 4,441 3, 648 4,773 8, 421 
eed ae Greene. .. 2.00 ooo Sees. 777 679 771 1, 450 
oe Sa ee 5 5 11 16 
Other traffic and motor-vehicle laws__.._..____- 1,728 1, 735 1, 876 3, 611 
UL eee ee a 7, 784 6, 875 13, 543 20, 418 
Drunkenness.............-- :onnirephahemarne abate 34, 043 18, 512 84, 480 102, 992 
NI 6s scx iGlileierrictcnes tee inde tieeinin GiB nie : 18, 292 16,7 33, 674 50, 432 
2 Rtas lak ceded ouiimomanats 1, 614 1,714 1, 293 3, 007 
8 cut Ren acedbdenadbuasae cs ae. 16, 086 19, 674 20, 068 39, 742 
NS io Ud. cia rnchcuenud akateeucinntivd ‘ 2, 342 2, 536 2, 181 4,717 
PE ie corccncddiceccsancecastoten 12, 233 13, 397 16, 152 29, 549 
TA ace ans Sbbddseo binuhnebeeckedsi . 162, 424 177, 486 245, 262 422, 748 





Race. 


Most of the persons represented in this study were members of 
the white and Negro races. Whites numbered 427,158 and Negroes 
126,001. Other racial groups were much less frequently represented, 
as indicated in the following figures: Indian, 3,029; Chinese, 942; 
Japanese, 330; Mexican, 17,638; all other, 1,822. 

Inasmuch as whites greatly outnumber Negroes in the general 
population of the United States, it is significant to express the figures 
representing whites and Negroes arrested in terms oF the number of 
each in the general population. According to the 1930 decennial 
census, there were, exclusive of those under 15 years of age, 8,041,014 
Negroes, 13,069,192 foreign-born whites, and 64,365,193 native whites 
in the United States. 

Of each 100,000 Negroes in the general population of the United 
States, 1,567 were arrested and fingerprinted during 1939, whereas 
the corresponding figure for native whites was 608 and for foreign- 
born whites 204. The relationship between the three figures will of 
course vary considerably for individual types of violations. Data for 
individual offense classes may be found in the following tabulations. 

In connection with the foregoing data, it is of some significance to 
point out that the figure for native whites includes the immediate 
descendants of foreign-born individuals. Persons desiring to make a 
thorough study of the comparative amounts of crime committed by 
native whites and foreign-born whites should refer to existing compila- 
tions showing the number of instances in which offenders are of foreign 
or mixed parentage. Such information cannot be presented here for 
the reason that fingerprint arrest records do not provide for the 
recording of such data. 
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TABLE 108.—Distribution of arrests according to race, male and female, Jan. 1- 
Dec. 31, 1939 






































Race 
Offense charged l WP) Pag TT Pores 
. Chi- | Jap- | Mexi- All | Total 
White | Negro |Indian| nese | anese| can | others |all races 
| j | 
Criminal homicide--_................. 3, 553 2, 536 21 2 10 | 152 | 7) 6,311 
Robbery | 9,008 | 3,667 40 | 3 2 409 83 | 13,302 
Assault. 17,538 | 13, 504 133 | 31 ll 1,028 227 | 32,472 
Burglary—breaking or entering__-_---- 26,673 | 8,098 122 | 21 7 827 79 | 35,827 
Larceny—theft............... ae 45,112 | 16, 692 245 21 21 1,717 139 63, 947 
Auto theft___.._. . 10,403 | 1, 688 63 5 7 362 20 | 12,498 
Embezzlement and fraud.....------.-- 15,318 | 1,948 42 | 7 6 | 242 23 | 17,586 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc.| 2,689 | 1,005 6 | 1 | 74 il 3. 786 
SE iétliensent ncsasceqmecenqeuwmnts 754 | 177 2 2 | 19 3 957 
Forgery and counterfeiting - 6, 678 659 39 | 4 12 | lll 10; 7,513 
Rape 4, 671 | 1,388} 28 9; 1] 222 61 | 6,380 
Prostitution and commercialized vice..|__ 4, 901 1, 861 21 3 5 | 115 22 | 6,928 
Other aex eflemeess:: .............i..... 7,584} 1,205 36 13 3 178 30 | 9,049 
Narcotic drug laws______...-.-.....--- 2, 940 856} 18| 457 14 263 51 | 4,599 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, ete... ._ 3,206} 2,649) 18] 1 9| 178 56} 6,127 
Offenses against family and children....| 5, 871 1,043 | 10 SE 3... 15} 7,201 
RT BO gh Sn tracctcdcondine 4,928 | 4,435} 40 6 3| 106 8| 9,526 
Driving while intoxicated 21, 192 1,673 | 211 1 30 | 1,157 45 | 24,309 
Road and driving laws 3, 734 1,172 26 | 2 2 170 31 5, 137 
Parking viewtiems..............<<...<- 18 4 = | 1 | 2 
Other traffic and motor-vehicle laws. 6, 729 1,695} 55 | i 4 368 | 70 | 8,925 
fr 19,191 | 7,501 | 170 4} 7 | 1,058 | 65 | 27,996 
Drunkenness -- 74, 342 1,320 | 990 10 41 4, 180 | 106 | 90,989 
Vagrancy-_....... Anastacia 39, 380 9,346 | 222) 45 19 | 2,032 | 189 | 51, 233 
Gambling-.---.-.- 6, 241 4, 435 | 5 208 75 135 | 115 | 11,214 
Suspicion. 45, 7 15,204 | 254 34 17 1, 303 159 62, 791 
eee eeeeee... .....5 24.2222: 5, 980 1, 405 44 5 3 183 | 25 | 7,645 
A Or CE i soos ee 32, 704 8,795 | 168 33 18 7389 142 | 42,649 
Se cvsisikcnb notsicsnmediionmaniad 427,158 126,001 3,029 942 330 | 17, 638 1,822 | 576, 920 


TABLE 109.—Distribution of arrests according to race, male, Jan. 1—Dec. $1, 1939 


Race 


Offense charged 


— . . Chi- | Jap- | Mexi- All Total, 
White | Negro |Indian| jose |anese| can | others |all races 























Ortspinal homicide. _- . _. 3, 344 2, 078 20 2 10 148 37 | 5,639 
Robbery 8, 784 3, 416 38 | 3 | 2) 403 | 83 | 12,729 
Assault .---| 16,872 11, 356 123 | 31 | ll 1,013 | 222 | 29, 628 
Burglary—breaking or entering Blin ment | 26,305 7, 892 118 | 21 | 6 820 | 79 | 35, 241 
Sapeny—OOR.. «. ....-....<-Saise2ee | 42,440 | 14,628, 228; 19) 20| 1,643] 135| 59,113 
po SFR SR ORR SP ee | 10, 190 1, 591 58 5 | 7 358 | 20 | 12,229 
Embezzlement and fraud..._...______- 14, 632 1, 765 39 7 6 241 | 23 | 16,713 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc.| 2,539 831 6 1 72 | 11 | 3, 460 
Arson. ‘ aiioe| 715 143 2 | 2 16 | 3 | 881 
Forgery and counterfeiting... ___- | 6,323 580 36 4; 12 109 | 10 7, 074 
nas he ae al | 4671) 1,388 28 9 1} 222} 61/ 6,380 
Prostitution and commercialized vice 932 436 2 3 4 32 | 18 1, 427 
Other sex offenses _- : 6, 548 920 | 28 13 2 164 29 7,704 
Narcotic drug laws. ______- 1, 769 604 9| 454 13 214 | 47| 3,110 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc. 3, 141 2, 466 | 18 | il v9 177 | 56 | 5,878 
Offenses against family and children 5, 711 1,010; 10} 2 1 258 | 15 | 7,007 
Liquor laws. ___- i 4, 485 3,300! 37 5 2 100 | 8 7, 937 
Driving while intoxicated.._________. 20, 659 1,626 | 201 1 30; 1,154 | 45 23,716 
Road and driving laws 4 3,674) 1,155 2 2 168 31 5, 058 
Parking violations el 18 | Oba saci cadascaias es ere 22 
Other traffic and motor-vehicle laws. - 6,594} 1,660 52 2 6 368 70 8, 752 
Disorderly conduct 17,381 | 6,064 161 4 7 1, 022 65 | 24,704 
ED dint Site cecdamanededesdgaate 70,778 | 10,042 917 10 39 | 4,122 | 100 | 86,008 
I on ch ae eenccacenadstéetoaces 36,727 | 8,528] 190 45} 18| 1,921; 184] 47,613 
Gambling---........-.- . 6, 012 4, 025 | 4 206 75 132 | 115 | 10, 569 
Suspicion _........ -| 41,621 | 13,718 | 217 33 17 1, 238 | 149 56, 993 
Not stated__ zs 5,602 | 1,260) 36 5 3 | 174 | 23 7, 103 
All other offenses - 31,175 | 8,145; 152 33 17 | 754 | 138 | 40,414 

1 URN a ate ont lesa 399, 642 | 110, 631 2,756 | 933 | 320 | 17,043 1,777 | 533, 102 

i | t 
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TABLE 110.— Distribution of arrests according to race, female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1939 





Race 










Offense charged en oe nL a 


All | Total 
others jal races 





Criminal homicide 
Robbery - - 
Assault... __. _—_ 
Burglary—breaking or entering 
Larceny—theft _ __._. 

Auto theft............-. 
Embezzlement and fraud... __.-- A 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc_| 
Arson | 


Other sex offenses - - - 

Narcotic drug laws. Blewns 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc... _- 
Offenses against family and children__- 
Liquor laws. -..-.-...-- 
Driving while intoxicated 
Road and driving laws 
Parking violations pientnraliediieeermacntbelinabated 
Other traffic and motor-vehicle laws_ -- 
Disorderly conduct 
Drunkenness.- -.-... -- 
Vagrancy.........- 
Gambling - - - 
Suspicion 
IES nicdctitindnencnnonsdianes 
All other offenses 

















TABLE 111.—Number of arrests of Negroes and whites in proportion to the number of 


each in the general population of the country, male and female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 
1939, rate per 100,000 of population 


{Excluding those under 15 years of age] 








| | 
Offense charged | Native white Foreign-born Negro 
white 

Criminal homicide 4.7 | 3.4 31.5 
Ee ee eee id 12.8 2.8 45. 6 
ST citiinm one dtl 23.3 16.8 167.9 
Burglary—breaking or entering _......_.......__.._....----- 38.9 7.4 100.7 
Larceny—theft > easleadti —_ 65.4 17.7 207.6 
Auto theft _ tot el wcndiateaae tears 15.4 18 20. 4 
Embezzlement and fraud... ._......-- ie 20.9 8.1 24.2 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc___- 3.5 3.2 12.5 
BUG, .cndvénicues ‘ ; 1.0 9 2.2 
armory aie opmmbareiins...... nis. oe sewe cone ces k ce 9.6 2.2 8.2 
ete... 42. ---- sas Fos nb lamacct iiihnae sae 6.4 3.1 17.3 
Prostitution and commercialized vice. -__...............----.-- 7.0 ) | 23.1 
Other sex offenses 10.1 6.4 15.0 
Narcotic drug laws in dthns suaee uw cthoabie’s asa 4.3 9 10.6 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, ete__ ___.................---.. . 4.4 2.5 32.9 
Offenses against family and children. ........_..........-.--- 8.2 3.9 13.0 
BOMOE MIMD. 6 i= | ~55005--+ 6.7 4.2 55. 2 
Driving while intoxicated 30.4 9.3 2.8 
Road and driving laws____.........---- 5.5 L3 14.6 
es: ad ea ensibebeeesdiie Cinas Wihatewentaeae Q 
Other traffic and motor-vehicle laws__-__-.......-...-.....----- 9.8 2.5 21.1 
Disorderly conduct. is aiditinanbabbitah dice lente 27.0 12.5 93.3 
ED. spc titiataneddseektbasdhéukbb.oohébupenwantltl 107.2 35. 8 140.8 
EET OEE POE Chr ee ‘ 56. 1 17.2 116.2 
kb cotati chadndiiewdsliinassssbieen 7.2 5.9 55.2 
Suspicion... -........ 66.7 13.9 190. 2 
Not stated___.._.._- 8.4 3.0 17.5 
All other offenses 46.9 15.9 109. 4 

ics Aakcheccciiratmnnssing taibeaipmiicet sate eaitganeats 607.8 203.7 1, 567.0 


1 Less than Mo of 1 per 100,000. 
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Size of Fingerprint File. 


At the end of December 1939, there were 11,893,128 fingerprint 
records and 13,045,878 index cards containing the names and aliases 
of individuals on file in the Identification Division of the F B I. 
Of each 100 fingerprint cards received during 1939, more than 59 were 
identified with those on file in the Bureau. P ugitives numbering 8,254 
were identified through fingerprint records during 1939, and interested 
law-enforcement officials were immediately notified of the whereabouts 
of those fugitives. As of December 31, 1939, there were 10,667 police 
departments, peace officers, and law-enforcement agencies throughout 
the United States and foreign countries voluntarily contributing 
fingerprints to the F B I. 








OFFENSE CLASSIFICATIONS 


In order to indicate more clearly the types of offenses included in part I and 
part II offenses, there follows a brief definition of each classification: 


Part I Offenses. 


1. Criminal homicide.—(a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter includes 
all felonious homicides except those caused by negligence. Does not include 
attempts to kill, assaults to kill, justifiable homicides, suicides, or accidental 
deaths. (b) Manslaughter by negligence includes only those cases in which 
death is caused by culpable negligence which is so clearly evident that if the 
person responsible for the death were apprehended he would be prosecuted for 
manslaughter. 


2. Rape.—Includes forcible rape, statutory rape, assault to rape, and attempted 
rape. 

3. Robbery.—Includes stealing or taking anything of value from the person by 
force or violence or by putting in fear, such as highway robbery, stick-ups, robbery 
armed. Includes assault to rob and attempt to rob. 

4. Aggravated assault.—Includes assault with intent to kill; assault by shooting, 
cutting, stabbing, maiming, poisoning, scalding, or by use of acids. Does not 
include simple assault, assault and battery, fighting, etc. 


5. Burglary—breaking or entering.—Includes burglary, housebreaking, safe- 
cracking, or any unlawful entry to commit a felony or theft. Includes attempted 
burglary and assault to commit a burglary. Burglary followed by a larceny is 
entered here and is not counted again under larceny. 

6. Larceny—theft (except auto theft).—(a) Fifty dollars and over in value. 
(6) Under $50 in value—includes in one of the above subclassifications, depend- 
ing upon the value of property stolen, pocket-picking, purse-snatching, shoplifting, 
or any stealing of property or thing of value which is not taken by force and 
violence or by fraud. Does not include embezzlément, “con’’ games, forgery, 
passing worthless checks, etc. 

7. Auto theft——-Includes all cases where a motor vehicle is stolen or driven 
away and abandoned, including the so-called “joy-riding’’ thefts. Does not 
include taking for temporary use when actually returned by the taker, or unau- 
thorized use by those having lawful access to the vehicle. 


Part II Offenses. 


8. Other assaults.—Includes all assaults and attempted assaults which are not 
of an aggravated nature and which do not belong in class 4. 

9. Forgery and counterfeiting—Includes offenses dealing with the making, 
altering, uttering, or possessing, with intent to defraud, anything false which is 
made to appear true. Includes attempts. 

10. Embezzlement and fraud.—Includes all offenses of fraudulent conversion, 
embezzlement, and obtaining money or property by false pretenses. 

11. Stolen property; buying, receiving, possessing.—Includes buying, receiving, 
and possessing stolen property as well as attempts to commit any of those offenses. 

12. Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc.—-Includes all violations of regulations 
or statutes controlling the carrying, using, possessing, furnishing and manufactur- 
ing of deadly weapons or silencers and all attempts to violate such statutes or 
regulations. 

13. Prostitution and commercialized vice.—Includes sex offenses of a commer- 
cialized nature, or attempts to commit the same, such as, prostitution, keeping 
bawdy house, procuring, transporting or detaining women for immoral purposes. 

14. Sex offenses (except rape and prostitution and commercialized vice).—In- 
cludes offenses against chastity, common decency, morals, and the like. Includes 
attempts. 

15. Offenses against the family and children.—Includes offenses of nonsupport, 
neglect, desertion, or abuse of family and children. 


(224) 
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16. Narcotic drug laws.—Includes offenses relating to narcotic drugs, such as 
unlawful possession, sale, or use. Exclude Federal offenses. 

17. Liquor laws.—With the exception of ‘‘Drunkenness”’ (class 18) and “‘Driving 
while intoxicated”’ (class 22), liquor law violations, State or local, are placed in 
this class. Exclude Federal violations. 

18. Drunkenness.—Includes all offenses of drunkenness or intoxication. 

19. Disorderly conduct.—Includes all charges of committing a breach of the 

pace. 

Pe20. Vagrancy.—Includes such offenses as vagabondage; begging; loitering; etc. 

21. Gambling.—Includes offenses of promoting, permitting, or engaging in 
gambling. 

22. Driving while intoricated.—Includes driving or operating any motor vehicle 
while drunk or under the influence of liquor or narcotics. 

23. Violation of road and driving laws.—Includes violations of regulations with 
respect to the proper handling of a motor vehicle to prevent accidents. 

4. Parking violations.—Includes violations of parking ordinances. 

25. Other violations of traffic and motor-vehicle laws.—Includes violations of 
State laws and municipal ordinances with regard to traffic and motor vehicles 
not otherwise provided for in classes 22-24. 

26. All other offenses.—Includes all violations of State or local laws for which 
no provision has been made above in classes 1-25. 

27. Suspicion.—This classification includes all persons arrested as suspicious 
characters but not in connection with any specific offense and who are released 
without formal charges being placed against them. 
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